THE SOUND OF SEPTEMBER



THE SOUND OF SEPTEMBER

by

Karen Morss

Cont act : 2/ 28/ 2004
Karen Morss
650. 363. 1600 WGA 979227



“THE SOUND OF SEPTEMBER’

FADE | N:

EXT. PEAVI NE MOUNTAI N — SUNRI SE

The sun lights up Lenon Valley as it rises over Peavine
Mount ai n. Three bl ack runways stand out agai nst the gol den
grasses that surround them

M CHELLE (V. Q)
You greet Septenber with m xed enotions
when your husband’'s a race pilot. Tine
for the National Chanpionship Air Races
where the best of the best conpete for
ei ght grueling days. Sone people cal
it Thunder in the Desert but to nme it’s
t he sound of Septenber.

A P51 Mustang flies over runway 8 at fifty feet then breaks
and clinbs out.

EXT. STEAD FI ELD TAXI WAY — DAWN

JI MW DUGAN (40) drives the golf cart that pulls the sleek
white race plane, a LANCAIR LEGACY, to the taxiway. STEVE
TYLER (47) wal ks al ong side, helnet in hand. Tall, |anky,
trimbeard, flightsuit and shades conplete the pil ot

pi cture.

STEVE
You check the fuel ?

JI MW
(Scottish brogue)
Five in the right. A wee bit nore in
the left.

A big guy, Jimry positions the plane on the taxiway with
practised finesse. Steve gets in and straps on the six-
poi nt harness. The sun reflects off his helnmet as it floods
Lenon Valley with norning |ight.

STEVE
Cl ear prop.

Steve starts the engi ne and the supercharged Conti nent al
| O 550 ROARS to life. The Legacy taxies to the runway.
Jinmmy keys the radio to Race control.



RACE CONTROL
Race 99, cleared for imedi ate takeoff,
Runway 8. Mustang on base.

STEVE
Roger, 99 rolling.

Wth the Mustang on short final, the Legacy screans down
the runway and leaps into the air. Jimmy watches the plane
t hrough bi nocul ars. PAUL HONELL, (54) owner of the plane,
arrives, a radio in one hand and cell phone in the other.
Short, overweight, salt and pepper hair, not your typical

pil ot type.

PAUL
How s he | ook?

JI MW
Every bit beautiful.

| NT. LANCAI R COCKPI T — DAY

Steve scans the instrunments then banks left to enter the
course. Flying across the desert floor at 300 mles per
hour at 200 feet, his vision reduced to the cockpit and the
val l ey below his left w ngtip.

STEVE
Everything in the green.

PAUL (O.S.)
Can you hear ne, Steve?

STEVE
Five by five. Looks good, Paul.

RACE CONTROL (O S.)
Race 99, you have the course.

STEVE
Roger, 99 taking the course.

Steve flips the ADI punp ON. He noves the throttle forward
and descends into the Valley of Speed.

EXT. TAXIVWAY — DAY

Jimy and Paul watch the plane dive to an altitude of fifty
feet. They lose site as he flies |ow on the backcourse.

PAUL
(keys his m ke)
Take it to 40 i nches, Steve.



JI MWY
| hear Duane’s makin six fifty
horseys. Think we can beat hinf

PAUL
| give us even odds. He'll either wn
or bl ow up.

| NT. LEGACY COCKPIT — DAY

Pyl on two appears in the wi ndshield and di sappears just as
fast. Sagebrush, dirt, the occassional jack rabbit flies
past at 300, then 310, then 320 mles per hour. Steve
tracks the plane’s shadow on the desert floor. Hs smle
turns to a frown as snoke | eaks fromthe control panel.

STEVE
Damm. Race Control, Race 99, Mayday.

EXT. RAMP - DAY

Jinmmy trains his binoculars on Race 99. Steve pulls up
sharply to gain altitude and |l eaves a trail of snoke in his
wake. The engi ne goes silent as he circles overhead at a

t housand feet.

| NT. LEGACY COCKPI T — DAY

Snokes fills the cockpit. The prop wndmlls. Nothing is as
quiet as an airplane with no power. Steve s eyes water from
the snoke. He wipes his cheek with the back of his hand.

RACE CONTROL (O S.)
Roger, 99. Wnd calm Say intentions.

STEVE
Runway 8. Better send the truck

RACE CONTROL (O S.)
Roger. 99 cleared to | and runway 8.

EXT. RAMP — DAY

Steve loses altitude as he turns base. Jimy watches him
t hrough the binocul ars.

JI MWY
W taped the air vents.



PAUL
Shit, he can't breath. Cone on, Steve,
get her down.

| NT. CONTROL TOWER — DAY

The CONTROLLER (34) sites the plane in his binoculars. The
crashtruck races down the taxiway. Lights flash, sirens
bl are. Paul and Jinmmy follow in the golf cart.

RACE CONTROL
Race 81, go around. Mayday in progress.

RACE 81 (O S.)
Roger, 81 goi ng around.

A Sea Fury flies down the runway at 100 feet then clinbs
out. Steve slips the Legacy the |ast five hundred feet and
makes a textbook, short field | anding. He touches down
lightly and exits at the first taxiway.

EXT. TAXIVWAY — DAY

The crashtruck screeches to a stop as Steve pops the
canopy. A big cloud of snoke escapes fromthe cockpit.
Steve gul ps the fresh norning air and gives the thunbs up
sign to the firecrew The FIRE CREW four guys dressed in
energency gear, junp out of the truck. They point fire
extingui shers at the plane. Paul and Jimry pull up in the
gol f cart.

PAUL
Don’t spray. You Il ruin the engine.
You okay, Steve?

STEVE
|* m okay but the CD doesn’t work.

Paul and Jimy | augh and shake their heads as they hook the
towbar to the nose wheel.

PAUL
We'l|l be sure to get right on that,
Ki nosabe.

The fire crew watch Paul and Jimy tow the plane down the
taxi way. Steve sits on the back of the cart. The Sea Fury
| ands and rolls out. Two Fornula One planes do a runup,
cowm ings off, in the background.

FI RE CREW 1
Goddam pilots. Always foolin’ around.



FI RE CREW 2
Yeah but he’s good. | saw himland one
time after his prop cane apart.

FI RE CREW 3
Ya' better be good to fly at Reno.

| NT. EXERCI SE ROOM — DAY

M CHELLE TYLER (51), a short blond in sweats, pedals away
on a recunbent bi ke as she watches the OPRAH show. SOPHI E
a silver Standard Poodle, waits patiently with a tennis
ball in her nouth.

OPRAH
Today, |adies, we’'re tal king nmakeovers.
Qur expert teamis giving Linda a whole
new | ook. Let’s see how they’ re doing.

| NT. BEAUTY SALON — DAY

A hairdresser cuts Linda’ s |ong, over-bleached, |ocks while
anot her works on her nails.

L1 NDA
|’ mso excited, Oprah. Thank you so
much. | woul d never have had the

courage to do this nyself.

| NT. EXERCI SE ROOM — DAY

M chelle pulls the scrunchy off her |ong bl onde ponytail
and shakes her head. Sophie drops the tennis ball in her

| ap. Mchelle tosses the ball and Sophie runs after it. The
phone RINGS. M chell e picks up the phone as she pedal s.
Caller IDtells her it's Steve.

M CHELLE
Hey, baby. How s it going? beat...D d
you have oxygen?

EXT. STEAD PIT AREA — DAY
Steve wal ks past the Unlimted Racers. Row after row of

gorgeous WN'I fighters. Cell phone pasted to his ear. A
bi pl ane t axi es past.



STEVE
(shouts into his phone)
No. | talked to Seth. He’'ll be here
toni ght with both airplanes.

| NT. EXERCI SE ROOM — DAY

Sophie drops the ball in Mchelle’s lap. Mchelle doesn’t
noti ce.
M CHELLE
| can barely hear you. Ckay, call ne
later. | |ove you.

| NT. BATHROOM — DAY

Mchelle frowns at her reflection in the mirror, two-inch
roots and over bl eached ends. She holds a box of Loreal hair
color next to her face. She puts it down and picks up the
dog clippers. Sophie watches intently.

M CHELLE
Well, Sophie Tucker. Sonetines you just
have to make over your own damm sel f.

She puts a towel around her shoul ders, bends over the sink
and cuts her hair. Sophie runs away when she hears the
clippers.

| NT. SHOWER — DAY

M chell e takes a shower and washes her new y shorn head.
Sophi e watches intently as she gets out of the shower and
towels her hair dry. She sniffs to nake sure it’s Mchelle.
A bl onde-ti pped pixi e has energed.

M CHELLE
Don't worry. It’s ne.

Sophi e di sappears as M chelle puts on sweats and tennies
and returns with her |eash.

M CHELLE
Does the Princess of Poodles want to go
for a wal k?

| NT. ERA HANGAR — DAY

Steve renoves the cowing of his Legacy. A TECH | NSPECTOR
stands next to him clipboard in hand.



TECH | NSPECTOR
Let me get this straight. You built the
pl ane? You tested the plane? And
i censed the plane?

STEVE
Yes, sir. I'’ma DAR for the FAA

TECH | NSPECTOR
Can | see the | ogbooks?

STEVE
Here’s a copy. | don’t have the
originals with ne.

TECH | NSPECTOR
Well, you won’t be able to qualify
until we see them

STEVE
Ckay, they’'ll be here tonorrow. Can
still practice?

TECH | NSPECTOR
Sure thing. Sweet machi ne. Good | uck.

EXT. RAMP — DAY

Steve pulls his airplane out to the taxiway with a towbar.
Painted red and white, it has a big red 99 on the tail.
Jinmmy runs over to help. The Fornula One planes tow out for
a practice session behind jeeps and pickup trucks.

JI MW
Need a hand?

STEVE
Thanks. What’'s the word?

JI MW
You were right. The ADI punp fail ed.
They went to Hone Depot to get another
one. How s this beauty?

STEVE
Red, white and fast. But not fast
enough.

JI MW

Thi nk you can make the Gol d?



STEVE
No way, 1’1l be lucky to run at the
front of the Silver. Besides | prom sed
Mchelle | wouldn’t blow it up

JI MW
Paul thinks we can beat Dennis.

STEVE
Everybody shoul d have a dream

They stop at the end of the taxiway and Steve clinbs in the
pl ane. Jinmmy helps himw th the seatbelts. Steve puts on
his helnet. A bright red CASSUTT |ands in front of them
with the nunber 99 painted on its tail.

JI MWY
Hey, isn’t your Formula 99?

STEVE
Hmm C ear Prop.

JI MWY
I"11 get your tines.

STEVE
Thanks.

Steve cl oses the canopy and starts the engine. He taxies
toward the active runway behind the Fornula One pl anes.
Jimmy wal ks over to the crew area to join the tiners.

EXT. RAMP — DAY

Ji mmy approaches five CREW MEMBERS, towbar in hand. The
guys hold radios, tiner boards and bi nocul ars.

JI MW
Good norni ng, gentl enen.

ARNI E
Hey there, Jimmy. How ya’ doing?

JI MWY
Good to see you, Arnie.

O hers nod and smle their greeting.
ARNI E

So what’'s up wwth Steve? | hear he's
sandbaggi ng.



CREW 1
Maybe he’s afraid to take on Dennis.

CREW 2
He’'s flying Paul’s plane in the Gold,
isn't he?

ARNI E
Well, he sure as hell doesn’'t belong in
the Silver.

JI MW
| don’t know about any of that. |I’'m

just here to tinme him

The Legacy roars down the runway and lifts off. The engine
noi se stifles further conversation.

| NT. LEGACY — DAY

Steve clinmbs to five hundred feet and banks hard to the
left to enter the course. He pushes the throttle forward
and di ves onto the course.

He levels at fifty feet and banks ninety degrees at the
first pylon. The desert blurs past the wi ndshield as he
pulls four Gs in the turn. He descends to thirty feet,
flying | ow over the harsh desert beneath him

STEVE
He, haw.

EXT. RAMP — DAY

Steve wal ks fromthe Sport Hangar through the Unlimted
pits past row after row of mllion dollar race planes. Each
pl ane lovingly tended by a small group of devoted
crewnenbers.

STEVE
(on his cell)
Hey, baby. If you're there, pick up.
Ckay, well | just wanted to tell you
our little airplane is awesone. CQur
best tinme was 265 and we’'re just

purrin’ . |’m having dinner wth Dede.
She’s got a bunch of pictures froml ast
year she wants to showne. I'Il talk to

you |l ater. Signing off fromthe second
happi est place on earth.



10.

| NT. BEDROOM — NI GHT

Clothes are tossed all over the bed as M chell e decides
what to pack. She wears a t-shirt and panties. Sophie lies
on the bed surrounded by rejects.

M CHELLE
| bet that’'s not all she wants to show
you. Where are ny jeans? Aha.

She pulls on a pair of tight jeans and poses in front of
the mrror to check the effect.

M CHELLE
What do you think, too tight? Nah.

She flops on the bed and dials a nunber on her cell phone.
Sophie licks her face. Mchelle rubs the dog s ear.

M CHELLE
Leila s gonna’ stay with you, Soph.
You' re gonna’ have so much fun

| NT. HOTEL BEDROOM — NI GHT

Steve lies on the bed watching TV, a man in his cave. H's
cell rings.

STEVE
Ni ck Danger. Third Eye. | spell ny nanme
Danger. Speak.

STEVE
(R cky Ricardo inpression)
So what did you do now, Lucy?

STEVE
Well how short is it?

DEDE LANEY (25), a lucious young beauty, wal ks out of the
bat hroom dressed in tshirt and cutoffs. She waps a towel
around her dripping wet hair.

EXT. UNLIMTED PIT — DAY

Steve checks the aileron travel on a YAK 9, a WNI Russi an
fighter. The Crew chi ef, CHESTER DODD, 32, good | ooking,
ex-mlitary type, points to a change on the wing. Three
menbers of the CREWpolish various parts of the plane.



CHESTER
Tenps should be better. Mre ramair.

STEVE
Ckay. 111 let you know. Where’s Seth?

CHESTER
Went to pick up Jim the guy who owns
Anya. When do we push?

STEVE
(checks his watch)
Ten m nutes.

CHESTER
Ckay, nen, listen up. Let’s get this
pl ane ready to rock and roll.

EXT. SAN CARLOS Al RPORT HANGAR - DAY

A white NI SSAN 300zX pulls up in front of the hangar with a
RvCE 99 license plate. Mchelle unlocks the conbination
She puts one foot on the frame for |everage and pulls with
all her mght to open the sixty-foot door. It noves about
two inches. JOE LOCASTO, a 70ish, crusty, Iltalian
craftsman, wal ks by and sees her struggle.

JCE
Let nme give you a hand with that,
M chel l e. Hey kiddo, you | ook great!

M CHELLE
Thanks, Joe. I’"mon ny way to Reno.
Steve needs the | ogbooks for the

Legacy.
Joe pulls the big door open three feet.
| NT. HANGAR - DAY

M chelle turns on the lights and wal ks to the desk. She
opend a drawer and takes out the | ogbooks.

JOE
VWhat’'s he racing this year?

M CHELLE
Sport Class and Unlimted.



JOE
Brot her Steve, he’s sonething el se. You
know it’s a goddamm shanme sonebody
doesn’t cover these races. Were the
hell is Speed Channel or ESPN?

M CHELLE
It’s pathetic. They treat the NASCAR
guys |li ke national heroes.

JOE
We got airplanes racing at five hundred
mles an hour at fifty feet and nobody
knows about it. W're losing it,
M chell e. People just don't care about
ai rpl anes anynore.

M CHELLE
Every year | invite Bob Costas. He
shoul d cover it |ike the Kentucky
Derby. Wuldn't that be cool.

JOE
Way cool .

EXT. H GHWAY 80 — DAY

The white N ssan speeds across Donner Summt.

Ri dge after

ri dge of snow capped nountains with pine green overcoats as
far as the eye can see. It takes your breath away.

| NT. NI SSAN — DAY

M chelle sings along wth the radio.

the nmountains. She takes a long sip from her water
Checks the time and | ooks at the map.

M CHELLE
Damm. |’ m not going nmake it.

She picks up her cell phone and dials.

M CHELLE
Hey, you. | just past the Summt.

EXT. TAXIVWAY — DAY

Chester tows the Yak into position between two P51

Must angs.

It fades in and out in

bottl e.

Steve wal ks the wing to nmake sure they don’t hit
anything as he talks on his cell.

12.



STEVE
We launch in five mnutes. Check the
Sport Hangar or the Yak pit.

Steve clinbs up on the wing of the Yak.

STEVE
Dennis qualified at 347. CGotta go
babe. Me too0.

| NT. CAR — DAY
M chell e tosses her cell phone on the seat.

M CHELLE
Race Angel s take your positions.

EXT. RAMP — DAY

Steve puts on his hel net and oxygen mask. Chester helps him
adj ust the seat belts. One crewrenber holds a stopwatch and
radio. The other two joke off to the side.

CHESTER
Keep an eye on the tenps.

STEVE
Cot it.

FURI AS, a Sea Fury taxies by, GENE HOUSEMAN, at the
controls. He gives Steve thunbs up and a warmsm le. Steve
signals Engine Start. Chester walks to the front of the

pl ane. Two crewrenbers renove the chocks fromthe tires.

STEVE
Cl ear Prop!

The three-bladed prop turns slowy as the engine cones to
li ke with nmuch snoke and bel ching. Steve cl oses the canopy.

I NT. YAK COCKPI T - DAY

STEVE
G ound, Race 104, taxi to the acti ve.

GROUND CONTROL (O S.)
Race 104, taxi to runway 8. Be advi sed
mul tiple aircraft on taxiways.

Steve watches a tug tow DAGO RED, a P51 Mustang, to the
ranp. The two Mustangs start their engines.



STEVE
Roger .

EXT. RUNVAY - DAY

The Yak taxies to the Hold Short |line. The nountains
shinmmer in the distance. The wi nd bl ows dust devils across
t he desert fl oor.

| NT. YAK COCKPIT — DAY
Steve | ooks over the cockpit guages for a final check.

TOAER (O S.)
Race 104, cleared for takeoff.

STEVE
104, rolling.

Steve pushes the throttle forward and the big warbird
starts down the runway.

EXT. RAMP - DAY

The YAK picks up speed, lifts off and clinbs into the thin
mountain air. The sun sparkles off the canopy.

TOVNER
Race 104, you have the course.

EXT. UNLIM TED COURSE - DAY

Steve banks to the left after take off to make plyon one.

He can see pylon two just ahead. He banks forty degrees as
he descends to one hundred feet across the desert. He sees
the frontage road by pylon three and banks thirty degrees

to make the turn.

Rocks, brush, dirt, blur past the w ndshield. Pylon four
takes a fifty degree bank. The world turns sideways. Pylon
five appears in tw seconds. Another fifty degree bank that

pushes Steve agai nst the seat. Never |evel, he flies across

the desert at 340 mles an hour. Pylon six marks the entry
to the Valley of Speed.

The YAK screans down the valley as Steve descends to fifty
feet. He cones around pylon eight towards the G andstands.

14.



15.

EXT. RAMP — DAY

Chester follows Steve with binoculars as he passes in front
of the team One of the crewcalls tines as the other
radi os the nunbers to Steve.

CREW 1
1:27: 3 three-four-zero
CREW 2
(keys m ke)
t hree-four-zero, Steve.
CHESTER
Shit. We won’t neke the field at that

speed.

I NT. YAK COCKPI T — DAY

The Grandstand appears as a speck in the distance then
bursts into our vision and di sappears al nbst instantly.

CENE
On your right, Steve.

STEVE
Gotcha’ CGene. Looki ng good.

The Sea Fury pulls ahead, ten feet off his wing. They fly
wing to wing around pylon one. The Sea Fury pulls ahead as
t hey approach pylon twd. Steve scans the engi ne and oi

t enps.

STEVE
Uh, oh.

STEVE
(keys m ke)
Race Control, Race 104, off the course.

He points the nose towards heaven and pulls back the power.

EXT. UNLI M TED COURSE - DAY
The Yak clinbs to 3000° in three seconds and | evels off.

TOAER (O S)
Race 104, cleared to | and Runway 8.



EXT. RAMP — DAY

The crew | ooks di scouraged. Chester | ooks pissed. SETH
MAYES (40), the owner of the plane, walks up with JIM
CROCKER (38). Seth wears a green flight suit and shades.
John, nore casual, in khakis and teamt-shirt.

SETH
Gentl emen, you know Jim

CHESTER
(extends a greasy hand)
Good to see you, Jim

SETH
So, how we | ooki ng?
CHESTER
W' re still hot. We need a radi ator

t hat wor ks.

The Yak taxies up next to the group and shuts down. Steve
takes off his hel nent then opens the canopy.

STEVE
That was fun.

He unhooks the seat belt and steps out onto the w ng. Dede
wal ks past | oaded down with caneras. She exudes sex appeal
in her tight white t-shirt and cut-off jeans.

DEDES
H, Steve. How d you do?
STEVE
Felt great to be back on the Unlimted

course.

Dede snaps a picture of Steve on the wing. Seth and John
wal k up to the plane as Steve junps off the w ng.

SETH
Steve, nmeet Jim Crocker. You' re racing
his airplane this week, nunber 42.

STEVE
(shakes hands)
Good to neet you, Jim Is this your
first tine at the air races?

JIM
Yes. These machi nes are magnificent.

16.



17.

SETH
And very expensive to operate.

STEVE
| ameternally grateful but |I’ve got a
briefing in five.

SETH
We'l|l catch up with you | ater, Steve.

Steve junps on his SCOOTER and heads down the ranp. Dede
snaps a picture as he wheel s away.

JI'M
When will you be flying, Seth?

SETH
We qualify tonorrow norning.

Chester shrugs his shoul ders and wal ks of f shaking his
head. As he passes Dede, he nutters.

CHESTER
| don’t care if he is the team owner.
He should be flying the slow one. Wat
does he know about air racing?

DEDE
He went to Pylon school didn’'t he?

CHESTER
That doesn’t nmake him a racer.

I NT. PILOT BRI EFI NG ROOM — DAY

LOU PRESSMEN (55), a rugged pilot type with a faceful of
experience, addresses the group. He stands in front of a
flipboard with a crudely drawn airport diagram Twenty
PI LOTS sit on hard benches in rapt attention

LOU
Gentlenen, this is sone of the nost
dangerous flying you'll ever do. Make a
m st ake and you could kill yourself or
wor se, the person next to you. Take a
| ook around. If statistics bear ne out,
one of you wll die this week. Pay
attention. This is no place for
rookies. Fly by the rules. No inside
passes. No low flying. No pylon cuts.

A pilot raises his hand. Lou points at him



LQU
VWhat is it?

Pl LOT
Can you confirmthe deadline?

LOU

The deadline is centerline on runway
eight. Break the deadline, youre

di squal i fi ed. Renenber your airplane
doesn’t |ove you. Don't be in denial.
I f you have an energency, declare an
energency. And you will have
energenci es. Any questions?

PILOT 1
Wen we land, left is hot and right is
cold, right?

LQU
The hot side is away fromthe crowd.
Move over as soon as you can. Except
for runway 14.

Pl LOT 2
Don't use 14 if you can help it.

LOU
Land | ong and on the centerline if you
do. Then say your prayers. Anything
el se? Ckay, gentlenen and ladies, let’s
see sonme heads up flying out there.

As the neeting breaks up, Steve offers his hand to DENNI S
GREEN (63), short, trim tan, with Paul Newran eyes. A
legend in air racing, he holds the record with seven Gold
Chanpi onships in Unlimted.

STEVE
Congrat ul ati ons, Dennis. Good job.

DENNI S
Thanks. Sorry ‘bout breaking your
qual i fying record, kid.

STEVE
No you're not but | appreciate the
t hought .

DENNI S

See ya' out there. Watch your si x.

Steve wal ks away as Lou approaches Denni s.

18.



LOU
So where the hell have you been for
twenty-three years, G eenie?

DENNI S
| " ve been busy.

EXT. RAMP — DAY

Steves wal ks to the edge of the ranp to watch the Fornul a
One session. Three planes cross the finish line a second
apart. The other five planes are strung around the course.
DAVI D HOLMES (38) FI class president, inmmcul ate as al ways,
turns to Steve.

DAVI D
Hey, Steve. When we gonna see your
Formul a back on the course?

STEVE
Cool Runnings? She’s on display at the
Hller Miseum

The first plane touches down | ong and screans down the
runway.

STEVE
This doesn’t | ook good. He's too fast.

DAVI D
He’s not going to nmake it.

The pl ane di sappears fromsight. Then silence. Sirens blare
and the crashtruck speeds down the taxiway.

EXT. RUNVAY 8 — DAY

The yel |l ow racer, QUADNI CKEL #45, sits nose down in a
ditch, ten feet past the end of the runway. Pieces of

| andi ng gear and tires scattered everywhere. Fuel pours out
of the broken tank. Five FIREMEN rush to the plane. The
pilot, LARRY MASLEN, pushes the canopy but can’t open it.

FI REMAN 1
(shouts t hrough canopy)
You okay?
Pl LOT

| think |I broke ny ankles.

19.



20.

FI REMEN 1
G ve nme a hand, Joe. Let’s pop this
sucker. W gotta get himout of there.

FI REMEN 2
Be careful. There's fuel everywhere.
Call for the anbul ance, Fred.

They use the enmergency rel ease and renove the canopy. Larry
screans as they pull himfromthe plane. They place himon
a stretcher. Another Formula plane goes around. The radio
in the truck cackles.

RACE CONTROL (O S.)
Runway 8 cl osed, say intentions.

RACE 30 (O S.)
[’11 take one four.

RACE CONTROL (O S.)
Roger that, Race 30.

EXT. RUNVAY 14 - DAY

The red and white racer flies up on short final. It touches
down then imediately lurches to the right as a wheel
catches a rut. The plane flips end over end and slides on

t he canopy for twenty yards.

RACE CONTROL (O S.)
Crash One, we got a problem

EXT. RUNVAY 8 — DAY

Two fireman kneel next to the stretcher. The other three
| ook towards runway 14.

FI REMEN 1
(picks up the m ke)
W’'re on it, Race Control. Johnny, stay
with him yhe rest of you, let’s roll.

The nmen pile into the truck and race off, lights flash
sirens bl are.

| NT. CONTROL TOWER — DAY

The controll er surveys the weckage through his binocul ars.



CONTROLLER
Jesus Christ, how we gonna’ nmake it to
Sunday?

EXT. STEAD FI ELD PARTI Cl PANT GATE — DAY

The Z drives through the back entrance and parks in front
of the big white ERA hangar.

EXT. Z - DAY

M chel | e wal ks towards the hangar carrying two bags of
f ood.

| NT. SPORT HANGAR - DAY

Twenty Sport C ass race planes line the walls of the big
hangar. Each team has staked out their honme for the week.
Jimmy sees Mchelle and wal ks up to her.

JI MW
Is that you, M chelle?

M CHELLE
Hell o, you. G ve ne a hand.

JI MWY
(slowy claps his hands)
You | ook marvel ous, sinply marvel ous.

M CHELLE
(hands hima bag)
Thanks, take one of these M. Smarty
Pants. \Were are we?

JI MW
Back corner, next to Paul. Boy it’s
good to see you.

M CHELLE
You too. Wiere's Steve?

JI MW
He was on his way to the Sport Brief
but that was an hour ago.

They make wal k t hrough the hangar. People stare at Mchelle
not sure it’'s really her. They wal k up to Paul’s plane.
DUANE MORGAN (56), with silver hair and beard, he could
pass for a professor, has his arnms buried in the engine
conpartment. Paul |ies under the plane on his back, just
his feet sticking out.
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Paul

M CHELLE
Hey, quys.

PAUL
M chel | €?

DUANE

l’mtoo dirty to give you a hug, | ady.

rolls out fromunder the plane and gets up.

PAUL
Come over here you little devil.

M chel | e di sappears into his bear hug.

Jimry and Mchelle walk by Dennis sitting on his w ng
surrounded by three very attractive YOUNG LADI ES (21,
H s handsone young crew chi ef,

23) .

M CHELLE
It’s great to see you. Seens |ike we
never |left.

DUANE
| know what you nean. Did you bring the
cooki es?
M CHELLE
O course. |’ve been baking for days.
PAUL

Back in. We’ll hel p you unl oad.

wor ks under the pl ane.

M CHELLE
H , Dennis. Mchelle Tyler. | sent an
emai | about a project |I'mworking on.
DENNI S
Yeah, | renenber, nice to neet you.
M CHELLE
| hope you'll have sonme tine this week

to answer a few questions.

DENNI S
Sure. Meet ny daughters, Cndy, Julie
and Ni cki Geen. Her husband won this
race three tines.

ANDY CHAMBERS (24)

22,
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M CHELLE
And your daddy’s breaking all his
records. Pleasure to neet you. Jimmy
Dugan, our nmaster engi ne nan.

ANDY
(rolls out under the plane)
Can | be in your novie?

M CHELLE

Sure thing. Hey, good |uck out there.
ANDY

Ain't got nothin to do with | uck.
DENNI S

Hor sepower, kid. It’s all about

hor sepower .

EXT. RAMP - DAY
M chelle and Jimy wal k out of the hangar to the car.

M CHELLE
Well, now we know what he’s been doing
for the past twenty-three years.

JI MWY
What do you nean?

M CHELLE
He prom sed sonebody he woul dn’t race
until they grew up.

JI MWY
Ah. Well, they are definitely grown up
M CHELLE
Behave yourself or I'Il tell Helen.
Speaki ng of which, where is the fair
Hel en?
JI MWY
Vell, let’s see, it’s alnost five so

she’ s probably at the slots by now
aimng to win our fortune.

M CHELLE
My father always told ne to bet on
yoursel f, only sure thing.
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Dl CK VANDAMERE (45) burly, tan, green flight suit and
shades, trots to the Sport hangar and al nost runs over
M chel | e.

M CHELLE
Whah, hi, Dick.

DI CK
H . Sorry, gotta go.

JI MW
VWhat an asshol e.

M CHELLE
The only tinme he talks to ne is when he
want s sonet hi ng
| NT. SPORT HANGAR — DAY

Dick jogs up to Paul and hands hi man envel ope.

D CK
What happened? | heard Steve broke the
ai r pl ane.
PAUL
Nah. We bl ew the AD punp.
D CK
Still, I"'mglad I wasn’t flying. Ckay.

Got you everything you asked for. Extra
pit passes, parking passes and |ine

badges.
PAUL
You' re the man. Thanks.
DI CK
When am | going to take this baby up?
PAUL
We shoul d be ready for the norning
sessi on.
DI CK
Ckay. Anything else | can do for you?
PAUL
Can you round up a few extra banquet
tickets?
DI CK

Sure thing, how many?
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PAUL
Fi ve should do it.

DI CK
l’mon it. Ch yeah, RARA says one of
you has to change your nunber. W can’'t
have two 99's in the class.

PAUL
Even if we're flying different heats?
DI CK
Sorry.
PAUL
Ckay.
DI CK

| gotta run. See you in the norning.

Paul picks up the Mkita and hands it to Duane.

DUANE
| still don’t understand why he’ s our
backup? He’s never raced.

PAUL
He hel ped ne get through Rookie School.
| owe him Besides, |'mjust trying to

spread the fun around.

DUANE
How can you be an instructor when
you’ ve never raced?

PAUL
He’s a jet jockey.

DUANE
W’'re not flying jets, Paul. These
puppies are a |l ot nore conplicat ed.

EXT. RAMP - DAY

M chell e and Jinmy watch a truck tow the damaged green
Fornmul a One plane down the ranp. An anbul ance drives past,
sirens blare, lights flash. Steve sees Mchelle for the
first tine.

STEVE
Ch, ny god.



M CHELLE
H , baby. Wat happened?
STEVE
Ch, ny god.
M CHELLE
Was he hurt?
STEVE
Ch, ny god.
M CHELLE

Li ke it that nmuch, huh?

I NT. CAR — DAY

M chel l e drives down hi ghway 395. Steve sits next to her
and can’t keep his eyes off her.

STEVE
At | east your head has a nice shape.
M CHELLE
(sarcastically)
Thanks.
STEVE
Don’t be like that, | gotta’ get used
toit. | didn't even recogni ze you
M CHELLE
So what happened? Wio was flying?
STEVE
Larry, the guy from Col orado. He broke
both ankles. | don’t know about the

ot her guy. He's from Sweden. They took
‘emto the hospital.

M CHELLE
God, baby. It’s that damm runway. Wy
don’t they fix it before soneone gets
killed?

STEVE
The runway belongs to the county not to
RARA and they don’t have any noney.
Besides, we only use it twce a year

M CHELLE
That’ s reassuri ng.
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St eve reaches over and tousels Mchelle' s hair.

STEVE
| like it, baby. | really like it.

She smles and points to a hi ghway sign.

M CHELLE
Look, Countess Dandi ni’'s Garden.

STEVE
You point it out every year.

M CHELLE
It'’s so romantic. What was a Countess
doing in Reno?

| NT. HOTEL ROOM — DUSK

The sound of water fills a tub. Mchelle opens the drapes.
The sunset floods the roomwith a fiery orange glow. She’s
dressed in a silky black robe. The water stops.

STEVE (0. S.)
Ahhhhhhhhh. Heaven.

STEVE (O S.)
BooBooPussyCat. Cone here.

| NT. BATHROOM — DUSK

Steve's head and knees stick out of a tub full of bubbles.
M chell e drops her robe and slips in next to him

M CHELLE
So where’ s the happiest place on earth?

STEVE
Anypl ace you are.

M CHELLE
Oh, that’s good. You' re very good. But
what did you really nean?

STEVE
D sneyl and, you silly girl. 1'"mglad
you’' re here.

He cups her head in his hands and ki sses her tenderly.
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| NT. HOTEL ROOM — LATER

Snuggled in bed, Mchelle reads the Air Race program Steve
wat ches TV. She | ooks up when the new Reno Ad cones on. A
P51 Mustang revs the engine at full power.

ANNOUNCER (O S.)
Join us for the National Chanpionship
Air Races. Four hundred m | es an hour
at forty feet. At any nonent it could
all... hit... the... fan.

M CHELLE
Are they out of their m nds?

STEVE
It’s just marketing, babe.

M CHELLE
Last year was bad enough. A race to
remenber. Ha. \Wat | renenber is
Tonmy’ s crash.

M chell e turns the page of the program guide.

M CHELLE
Did you see this? Sonebody has your
nunber in Fornula One.

STEVE
Yeah. | saw himland in a Cassutt.

M CHELLE
How many years have you raced here?

STEVE
Twenty i n Fornmnul a.

M CHELLE
And they give away your nunber w thout
even talking to us? | don’t get it.

EXT. SPORT HANGAR - DAY

The Z pulls up to the hangar and parks. M chelle pops the
hatch to reveal a trunk full of gallon water jugs. Steve
grabs two jugs and heads towards the hangar.

STEVE
Il get the rest later. The brief
starts in a few m nutes.



M chell e takes two bags fromthe trunk. ADAM MEYERS ( 38)
wal ks up behind her. As usual, dressed in black.

ADAM
Hey, gorgeous.

M CHELLE
Adam great to see you. Wiere’'s C ndy?

ADAM
She can only take a few days of this
pl ace. She’' Il be here Friday night.
Hey, let ne help.

| NT. SPORT HANGAR - DAY

M chel |l e and Adam wal k through the pit area | oaded down
w th bags and water.

ADAM
Did you hear what happened yesterday?

M CHELLE
The two For nul as? Yeabh.

ADAM
Took “emfifteen mnutes to get to the
Swedi sh guy.

M CHELLE
You gotta be kidding.

ADAM
| saw the whole thing. | was hol ding
short. | alnost got out of the plane to
help him Then | saw t hem com ng.

Paul and Duane are on their way to the briefing room

M CHELLE
Good norni ng, gentl enen.

PAUL
Anot her beautiful norning in playl and.

M chell e and Adamreach the pit area. Steve sits by his
ai r pl ane.

M CHELLE
What’' s up?
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STEVE
Paul deci ded he wants ne to qualify and
have Di ck race the heats.

M CHELLE
Why ?

STEVE
(shrugs his shoul ders)
Says he owes him

M CHELLE
That’t not fair. You did the testing.

STEVE
Life's not fair, babe. It's his
ai r pl ane.

ADAM
Shit. I was |ooking forward to beatin’
your ass, T-nman.

M CHELLE
What are you going to do?

ADAM
The brief starts in five m nutes, guys.

M chell e takes Steve’'s hand.

M CHELLE
| don’t care what you race. | |ove you
baby.

ADAM

Ah, ain't that sweet?

Steve and Adam | eave for the briefing. Mchelle pastes a
race angel sticker on Steve’'s tail. The Geen girls walk
past with Andy | ooking inpossibly young.

M CHELLE
Good nor ni ng.

ANDY
H, can | have a cookie? They don’t
feed ne over there.

M CHELLE
Hel p yoursel f. Want sone juice, girls?

Ni cki holds up a can of soda.
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NI CK
No thanks. Can you tell us how this
wor ks? My dad doesn’t say anyt hing.

M CHELLE
Sure. First few days they practice,
check out the course, make sure their
pl anes work. They have to qualify by
five o clock Wdnesday. Single |ap,
best speed. The top eight race in the
gold heats, the next eight in the
silver and the bottomeight in the
bronze. Your speed sets your position
for the next race until the final
chanpi onshi p race on Sunday.

NI CK
How long is a race?

M CHELLE
Depends on the class. Sport Class is
six laps on a six mle course, ‘bout
twel ve m nutes.

Cl NDY
Do they really fly at fifty feet?

ANDY
Sonetinmes |ower. They can’t go bel ow
the Rin Reno on the hone pyl on.

Cl NDY
Ch, ny God. How do you stand it?

M CHELLE
| pray to the race angels. One of them
raced here.

NI CKI
Who was that?
M CHELLE
Tomy Rose.
NI CKI
VWhat happened?
ANDY
Sonet hi ng broke on his tail. He went in

right in front of the crowd going three
hundred m | es an hour.



M CHELLE
Just before his last race | told himto
be careful. He said, ‘don’t you worry
none, Mss Mchelle, I"mjust here to
have fun’

NI CK
Why do people do this?

ANDY
You know what they say, fly low, turn
left. It’s fun to go fast.

M chell e digs through a bag for her angel stickers. She
hands one to N cki.

M CHELLE
Steve says it'’s the only tinme you can
do anything you want in an airplane and
not | ose your license. Here, put this
on your dad’ s pl ane.

ANDY
Your dad lost his race license for |ow
flying. They took it for a year. Before
you were born.

M CHELLE
| didn’t know they could do that.

NI CK
Thanks, we better go. W' re suppossed
to be poli shing.
| NT. SPORT CLASS HANGAR — DAY

Jimmy lies under the plane and w pes down the belly. He
sees two sets of |egs approach.

PAUL
We push in thirty m nutes.
JI MW
Wo's flyin ?
PAUL
Steve. Did we get fuel ?
JI MW
Yep.
DUANE

What should we do about nunbers?
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PAUL
| wonder if Steve would m nd changi ng?

M chel |l e wal ks over to the pl ane.

M CHELLE
Sorry, guys, that nunber goes with the
pilot. How about 88? We can fill it
w th tape.

DUANE

Good idea. Tape's on the bench.

M chelle cuts off four long strips of black tape. Duane

pi cks up a rag and polish and goes to work on the rudder.
Paul takes a call on his cell and wal ks off. Mchelle tapes
the rudder to change the nine to an eight. She pastes an
angel on the tail under the nunber.

M CHELLE
She still needs an angel .

DUANE
Thanks, | ady.
EXT. RAMP — DAY
Jinmmy tows the race plane with the golf cart. Mchelle and

Duane wal k the wings. The Fornmula One planes line up for
fuel. Steve joins them and wal ks wi th Duane.

DUANE

Everyt hi ng | ooks good but take it slow

til’ you' re sure. Just do one | ap.
STEVE

What do you want ne to take it up to?
DUANE

Forty-four inches. Let’s see what we

got .

They position the plane on the ranp. Steve gets in and
Jimry hel ps himstrap on the safety harness. Mchelle | eans
in and gives hima kiss. He puts on his hel net.

M CHELLE
Have fun, baby.

STEVE
Thanks. Got a soda for ne?



M CHELLE
1’11 be waiting right here.

Steve cl oses the canopy and gives the clear signal for
engi ne start. The Continental roars to life and the plane
taxies to the active runway.

JI MW
Hope it holds together this tine.

DUANE
Me too.

M chel l e wal ks away and takes a few deep breaths. The
Legacy takes off. She watches himclinb out, then cl oses
her eyes.

EXT. PYLON ON RACE COURSE - DAY

Three PYLON JUDGES | ook up to see the Legacy descend into
the Vall ey of Speed. The power cones up and the cool desert
air vibrates with the sound of the engine and prop.

PYLON JUDGE 1
Li sten to hi m go.

PYLON JUDGE 2
Ain't it sonething.

| NT. LEGACY COCKPI T — DAY

Steve turns round pylon four. The world tilts up at a
forty-five degree angle as he pulls four g s in the turn.
He |l evels the wings and opens the throttle to forty-four
inches. He smles as the plane | eaps forward in response.
The desert flashes by, a never-ending blur of harsh
terrain.

Pyl on five ahead, he starts the bank early and | ooks out at
the top of the pylon, ten feet off his wing. Never quite

w ngs |level, he tears across the backcourse, thirty feet
above the dirt.

EXT. RAMP - DAY

The Legacy glides on a short downw nd | eg then turns base.
Steve rocks the wings so the tower can see him He turns
final and slips the last five hundred feet. The pl ane
touches down on the nunbers and rolls out at the taxiway.
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STEVE (O S.)
Race 88, off the active.

Paul and Jimmy drive up in the golfcart. Mchelle and
Dennis sit on the back. Steve opens the canopy.

STEVE
How d we | ook?

PAUL
W cl ocked you at 325.

St eve unbuckl es the safety harness and takes off his
hel met. Paul and Mchelle walk up to the plane while Ji my
positions the golfcart.

STEVE
| think we got nore. | took it up to
forty-four. Everything was snooth.

PAUL
Ckay, let’s get this puppy back to the
hangar and | ook i nside.

Steve gets out of the airplane as Jimy hooks the towbar to
t he nosewheel. They get in the golf cart and tow the pl ane
back to the hangar. They pass a crowd on the ranp, sonmeone
yell s out.

SOVEONE | N CROWD
Good job, Steve.

STEVE
Hey, thanks.

Steve puts his armaround Mchelle and pulls her close.

STEVE
How ‘ya doi ng, baby?
M CHELLE
Remind ne to breathe every once in

awhi | e.
St eve kisses her on the top of the head.
EXT. SPORT CLASS HANGAR - DAY

The cart stops in front of the hangar. Steve junps off
first.

STEVE
| gotta’ go see if we're flying the Yak
t oday.
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M CHELLE
"Il time. Let ne get sone water.

STEVE
Hurry up. We roll in fifteen.

I NT. SPORT CLASS HANGAR - DAY

M chell e and Paul wal k the wi ngs as Ji mmy nmanuevers the
airplane into the pit space. Duane |lays out tools on the
wor kbench. Dennis wal ks up to the group.

DENI NS
Everyt hi ng check out?

DUANE
W think so.

Duane and Ji my renove the cowl ing. The six-cylinder engine
exposed for the world to see.

DENNI S
| f you need anything, just ask Andy.

PAUL
Thanks, Dennis. You the nan.

EXT. UNLIM TED RAMP — DAY

The two Yaks sit side-by-side on the ranp. Seth talks to
Chester in front of Race 104. Steve does a preflight check
on Race 42. He bends under the wing and noves the ail eron
to check travel. He presses the tire and feels the
hydraulic line for | eaks. Mchell e bends down and hands hi m
a bottle of water.

M CHELLE

Here ya' go. Good | uck, babe.
STEVE

Thanks.
SETH

Steve, I'll follow your |ead.
STEVE

Ckay, let’s rock and roll.
He clinbs up onto the wing of the Yak.

M CHELLE
Wait a m nute.



M chelle stands on the tire as he | eans over and kisses her
before he gets in the airplane. Mchelle wal ks to the back
of the plane and puts a sticker on the tail. Steve gives
the signal for engine start. The crew renoves the chocks
fromthe tires.

STEVE
Cl ear prop!

The three-bl aded props start to turn. Snoke bel ches from

the Allison engines. The engines roar to |life. Steve gives
the thunbs up signal to Seth and they taxi to the runway.

| NT. CONTRCL TOWER - DAY
The controller sites the Yaks through his binocul ars.

CONTROLLER
Race 42 cleared for takeoff. Race 104,
hol d short.

Race 42 rolls down the runway, gains speed, then lifts off.

CONTROLLER
Race 104 taxi into position and hold.

I NT. YAK 42 COCKPIT - DAY

Steve noves the throttle foward as he descends on to the
course. He banks into the first turn.

EXT. UNLIM TED RAMP — DAY
M chell e presses the | ap key when the Yak passes.

M CHELLE
Ckay, here we go. He started the cl ock.

The Yak turns around the first pylon in a steep bank.
Chester trains his binoculars on Race 42 as the plane
descends onto the course to forty feet.

CHESTER
| got him

M CHELLE
Let nme know when he’s com ng.

CHESTER
There he is comng off the backstretch.
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I NT. YAK COCKPI T - DAY

Steve spots a Mustang a half-m | e ahead. He gains on the
Mustang as they fly across the desert at fifty feet. Steve
grimaces as he pulls four gs in the final turn. Ahead, he
sees the enpty grandstands on the right and honme pyl on on
the left.

STEVE
Al right baby, give ne all ya got.

When they reach the grandstands, Steve passes the Mistang.

STEVE
Must ang, Yak on your right.

MUSTANG PILOT (O S.)
Ah, shit. Beaten by a Ruskie.

EXT. UNLIM TED RAMP - DAY
The two planes roar down the runway at thirty feet in front

of the crew, full power, all twelve cylinders scream ng. He
passes honme pylon then points the nose to the stars.

JIM
How d he do?

M CHELLE
| got 352.

CHESTER
3527?

M CHELLE

Good job, you guys.

CHESTER
| don’t know how he did that. Here
conmes Seth. You got him Ral ph?

RALPH
| got him

Race 104 passes hone pylon then pulls up.

RALPH
353.

CHESTER
Hot damm.
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EXT. TAXIVWAY - DAY

The Yaks taxi back to the ranp. Wen they reach the crew,
they cut the engines. The crew rushes up to the planes and
appl auds as they open the canopies.

STEVE
Did you see us pass the Mistang?

JIM
We sure did. Nice flying guys.

CHESTER
How s the tenps?

SETH
Never got above the green.

CHESTER
Al right. Ckay, boys, Charlie grab the
tow bar. You two wal k the w ngs.

Steve junps off the wing and wal ks over to Mchelle and
gi ves her a hug.

STEVE
My fun neter is pegged. I'I| debrief
then let’s get out of here.

M CHELLE
"1l meet you at the hangar.

STEVE
The pairings won’'t be out for an hour.
Coul d you check the board and get the
tinmes for nme, please?

M CHELLE
Sure, no problem

I NT. FORMULA ONE HANGAR - DAY

M chel |l e wal ks through the Formul a hangar and | ooks for the
Race 99 pit but doesn't see it.

SCOrITY
Hey, beautiful.

M chell e stops at the Qutrageous pit. The cowings sit on
the fl oor and a CREWVEMBER wor ks on the engi ne. SCOIT
RANDLE (42), Tom Cruise in a fight suit, gives her a hug.



40.

M CHELLE
Hel | o you handsone devil. How are you?

SCOrITY
We’'re doing great. The airplane sucks
but we’re having fun.

M CHELLE
VWhere's Race 99?

SCOITY
VWhat’s up with that? Did Steve sell
Cool Runni ngs?

M CHELLE
Absol utely not. As far as | know he
pl ans to race her again.

SCOrITY
The guy | anded here two days ago said
he wasn’t ready and left. Wien | wanted
sonebody’ s nunber, | had to call him

M CHELLE
Nobody called. | gotta’ go get tines.

SCOTTY
You maki ng coffee?

M CHELLE
Absol utely. See you in the norning.

I NT. TI MER BOARD - DAY

A large whiteboard shows the tinmes by class and airpl ane.
Two CREWVEMBERS wite down tinmes. HONEY, a race official’s
gol den retriever, comes over for sone |love. Mchelle kneels
and rubs the dog’s chin.

M CHELLE
Ah, Honey, another year, we’re both
still here.

Mchelle pulls a digital canmera out of her bag and takes a
pi cture of the board.

CREWVEMBER 1
Now that’s a damm good idea, Charlie.
Why didn’'t we think of that?

CREWWEMBER 2
Grls have all the good ideas. Don’'t
you know t hat ?



EXT. RENO HI LTON — DUSK

The Z pulls up to the val et parking sign. A YOUNG MAN (18)
wal ks up to the car. He notices the license plates.

VALET
Good evening. Back fromthe air races?
KAREN
H . Yeah, ny husband’ s racing.
VALET
I"Il be out there Sunday cheering you
on.
STEVE
Thanks.

| NT. HOTEL ELEVATOR
M chel |l e | eans agai nst Steve for support.
M CHELLE

So what are you going to do about
Paul ' s pl an?

STEVE
|’mgoing to sleep on it.
M CHELLE
You know he’ |l change his mnd three

times this week.

STEVE

| really want a shot at Dennis but it’s
Paul " s ai rpl ane.

| NT. HOTEL HALL

Two very tired people walk down the long hall to the room

STEVE
Can we order in? |’ m beat.

M CHELLE
Sure. Let’'s watch a npvi e.

STEVE
| don’t care. Just get ne to the tub
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| NT. HOTEL ROOM — NI GHT

Steve stands at the window with a towel around his waist.
He | ooks over the bright lights of Reno. M chelle wal ks up
from behind and puts her arns around him

STEVE
| hate it when we’'re up this high

M CHELLE
How can you of all people, be afraid of
heights? | don’t get it.

STEVE
You know the worst part? Not only has
he never raced, he has no tinme in this
type of airplane.

EXT. H LTON — DAY

The Z pulls out fromthe hotel. Om nous clouds fill the
sky. A strong wind blows trash across the parking |ot.

EXT. STEAD Al RPORT GATE - DAY

The Z pulls up to the security gate. Steve and M chelle
hold up their wists to show the SECURI TY GUARD their ID
bracel ets. He waves them through. Al around, people wal k
fast trying to stay warm

I NT. SPORT CLASS HANGAR - DAY

Mchelle fills the kettle with water. Paul sits on the w ng
and talks with Steve. No one el se has arrived.

STEVE
How s the pl ane?

PAUL
Good. They worked till m dnight but
it’s all back together.

STEVE
Paul , | gave this a lot of thought. If
you want Dick to race, then he should
be the one to qualify. He needs all the
stick time he can get if you want any
chance at w nni ng.



PAUL
That nakes sense. And you're flying two
ai rpl anes. That shoul d keep you busy.
No hurt feelings?

They shake hands. Steve wal ks over to his plane and starts
to renove the cow. Mchelle brings hima hot chocol at e.

M CHELLE
You' re a good man, Charlie Brown.

STEVE
Thanks. Looks like Martin will be ny
ride after all.

M CHELLE
He’ d be proud of you. Just like |I am

M chel | e | aughs when she reads the prop card.
M CHELLE

Sponsored by Myriad Research and Big
Betty's Strip Cub?

STEVE
| didn’t put that there. Take off the
W ng covers, babe. I'"mgoing to fly in

t he norning session.
Paul wal ks over and hands a part to Steve.

PAUL
You m ght need this. On the house.

STEVE
Thanks, Paul .

Jinmmy hel ps Mchelle hang a six foot red banner behind
Steve’s plane that reads, H gh Speed Air Racing #99.

EXT. RAMP — DAY

The w ndsock snaps fromside to side as Race 99 taxies into

position. The plane starts down the runway then [ifts off.
M chell e holds her tinmer board and stonps her feet to stay
warm Duane and Jimmy sit in the golf cart.

M CHELLE
Thanks for com ng out with ne guys.

JI MW
Hey, we're a team
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DUANE
If it makes you feel any better | think
Paul s making a m st ake.

M CHELLE
Thanks. Me too.
JI MW
So what's Big Betty' s strip club?
M CHELLE
One of his admrers no doubt.
JI MW
Be ni ce.
M CHELLE

VWhat can | tell ya? | got a thing for
pilots, especially this one. Wiat’'s a
pop-of f val ve?

DUANE
Limts the anount of power the engine
can make. Wy?

M CHELLE
Paul gave us one.

DUANE
Well, you don’t have to worry that
he’ Il blow up his engine.
JI MW
(1 ooki ng through binocul ars)
Here he cones.

M CHELLE
Yeah, once he puts it on.

Steve flies over the runway at forty feet. Mchelle starts
the tinmer as he passes in front of them

DUANE
VWho's Martin?

M CHELLE
H s dad. He died | ast June. Steve used
his inheritance to finish the plane.

DUANE
That’s great. Did his father ever see
hi m race?
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M CHELLE
Just once. He won. | hope he’s watching
this week.

Andy drives the golf cart that pulls Race 33 to the runway.
Denni s wal ks al ong side and adjusts his gl oves.

M CHELLE
Good | uck, Dennis.

DENNI S
Thanks but |I’mjust testing the engine.

Dennis gets into the plane and cl oses the canopy. He starts
up and taxies to the runway.

| NT. LEGACY COCKPIT — DAY

The desert blurs past the windshield as Steve flies at
fifty feet over the back course. No sun, no shadows. It’s
hard to spot the pylons. Pylon eight surprises him He
pulls six-g's to make the knife-edge turn.

STEVE
Dam.

He holds a tight bank around the entire back course. Engine
scream ng, he levels thirty feet over the runway and nmakes
the final run to the home pylon. He scans the instrunents.
Three red blinking lights, not a good thing.

EXT. RAMP — DAY

Race 8 gets ready to | aunch. ARNI E HEBBS, 60i sh crewnrenber,
stands next to the plane near Mchelle. Martin' s Legacy
screans down the runway. Mchelle presses the tiner as he
crosses the finish line.

M CHELLE
243. Boy, he’'s way down.
DUANE
Everybody’ s going to be sl ow today.
ARNI E
Sandbagger .
M CHELLE

No, he’'s not, Arnie. He doesn’t have
ADI and he’s using a cruise prop.
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ARNI E
Yeah, yeah, yeah.

DUANE
Rel ax. It’s only qualifying.

M CHELLE
You know how hard it is to pass.

EXT. OVER RUNVWAY — DAY

Steve flies downwind to | and on runway 8. Dennis clinbs out
right in front of him

| NT. LEGACY COCKPIT — DAY

He | ooks up and sees an airplane twenty feet ahead. No tine
to think he pushes the stick forward. They m ss by inches.

STEVE
Holy shit.

EXT. RAMP — DAY

Steve taxies up to the ranp. Mchelle wal ks to the pl ane.
St eve pops the canopy. Hi s face says everything.

M CHELLE
What’'s wrong?

STEVE
\Y a mnute, babe. | alnpst had a
d-air with Dennis.

M CHELLE
Ch, ny god.

She wal ks away fromthe plane so Steve can conpose hinsel f.

JI MWY
What’' s up?

M CHELLE
Dennis and Steve just al nbost had a m d-
air when he was | andi ng.

JI MW
Jimmny Cricket, how did we m ss that?

DUANE
| thought racing was danger ous.
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M CHELLE
It’s all dangerous.

EXT. RAMP — DAY

Jinmmy tows the airplane. Mchelle and Steve sit on the back
of the golf cart.

STEVE
Both airplanes are qualified. 1'Il go
debrief then let’s get out of here.

| NT. BRI EFI NG ROOM — DAY
The twenty Sport Class pilots wander in for the briefing.

PI LOT ONE
Did you see it? They m ssed by a foot.

PI LOT TWO
| was behind Steve. | couldn’t believe
it was happening. | should have said
somet hi ng.

Dennis wal ks in the roomand right up to Steve.

DENNI S
Hey, Steve. |'msorry about what
happened out there. | had ny head in
the cockpit and up ny ass.

STEVE
Al | saw was your prop.
DENNI S
You got good hands, kid. Sorry.
STEVE
Thanks but it takes two to nmake an
accident. | should have been | ooki ng.

EXT. SECURI TY GATE - DAY

The Z pulls out of the pit area.

EXT. H GHWAY — DAY

The Z drives down hi ghway 395. The sign, Dandini Gardens -
2 mles, appears.
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| NT. Z — DAY
St eve takes the Dandi ni Gardens exit.

M CHELLE
What are you doi ng?

STEVE
Let’s go see these gardens you're
al ways tal ki ng about.

EXT. DANDI NI GARDENS - DAY

The Z drives up the long, windy road foll ow ng the signs
for the Gardens. Steve pulls in to the Overfl ow Parking
area. They get out of the car and see the Reno Vall ey
spread out before them Steve bursts out |aughing.

STEVE

So these are the gardens, huh?
M CHELLE

It can’t be. Did we m ss then?
STEVE

| think your Countess planted

sagebrush

He pulls Mchelle close as they | ook out over the valley.

STEVE
Hey, you're trenbling.
M CHELLE
Sonetinmes it scares nme so nuch.
STEVE
Come on. |’mokay. You can’t |ive your
life worrying about what m ght happen.
M CHELLE
| know. | know. But,
STEVE
No but’s. | love racing. | fall asleep

flying that course.

He takes her in his arns and whi spers in her ear.
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STEVE
| never thought 1'd live past thirty.
Then | thought | wouldn't make forty.
Shit, nowit |ooks |ike I’mgonna” make
fifty. It’s not how you die that
counts. It’s how you |ive.

M CHELLE
Sonetinmes | wish | was nore |ike you
But then | cone to ny senses.

STEVE
| like you just the way you are.

| NT. HOTEL ROOM — DAY

Steve pulls the heavy drapes closed to bl ock the daylight.
M chel | e snuggl es under the covers.

M CHELLE
CGet over here, you.

Steve clinbs into bed and pulls her on top of him H's
brush wth death has both their adrenaline punping.

STEVE
You're the best thing that ever
happened to ne.

M CHELLE
You got that right, flyboy.

| NT. HOTEL ROOM — LATER

St eve wal ks out of the bathroomwith a towel around his
wai st, fresh froma bath. Mchelle sits at the table
putting on nascara.

M CHELLE
How about we go out for dinner tonight?
| tired of room service.

STEVE
Ugh, do we have to?

M CHELLE
Vll, not out. Just to the | obby.
Besi des, you shoul d make an appearance
at the pilot’s shindig.



STEVE
| hate that stuff. Nothing but a bunch
of drunks and smokers.

M CHELLE
Five m nutes. Just nmake an appear ance.

STEVE
Five mnutes and we're outta' there.

| NT. LOBBY BAR — NI GHT

M chell e and Steve wal k through the crowded casi no, past
Johnny Rockets, and nake their way to the | obby bar. Race
pl anes hang fromthe ceiling. People are lined up five
deep. Two pilots sign autographs at a table.

SCOrTY
Do ny eyes deceive me? Could this
possi bl e be Steve Tyler at a pilot’s
reception?

ADAM
Nah, must be an illusion.

M CHELLE
Good eveni ng, gentlenmen. Now play nice
and sign sone autographs. 1'Il go get

us sone drinks.

STEVE
Thanks. Di et coke.

SCOTTY
Chocol ate m | kshake.

ADAM
That sounds good. Strawberry m | kshake.

M CHELLE
You guys.

M chel | e nakes her way through the crowmd to Johnny Rockets.

She sees GORDON JONES, faned Aussie air show announcer, at
the bar next to Dede, and nmakes a detour.

M CHELLE
Gordon, good to see you!
GORDON
Well, | dare say Mchelle, |ook at you.

You know Dede don’t you?
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M CHELLE
Sure. Hell o, Dede.

DEDE
H, Mchelle.

GORDON
Can | get you a drink?

M CHELLE
Thanks but I'"'mon a m | kshake m ssi on.

GORDON
| need to get the latest on Steve
before the race tonorrow.

M CHELLE
Stop by the pit in the norning. | have
hi s new bi o. Enjoy your evening.

M chel |l e wal ks away. Gordon turns to Dede.

GORDON
Do | detect a note of cattiness?

DEDE
Meow.

| NT. JOHNNY ROCKETS RESTAURANT — NI GHT

Mchelle waits at the take out wi ndow for her order.

Hol mes wal ks up behi nd her and covers her eyes.

DAVI D
Knock, knock.

M CHELLE
VWho' s there?

She turns around and punches himin the chest.

M CHELLE
How coul d you gi ve away hi s nunber?

DAVI D
Heh, don’t get mad at ne. | don’t do
nunbers. Besides, when was the | ast
time he paid dues?

Davi d
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M CHELLE
Dues? Don’t talk to nme about dues. Wat
about all the years he was the check
pilot? O all the years he served on
the board? He’'s paid his dues.

The WAI TRESS hands M chelle a tray with four drinks.

M CHELLE
Thanks.

She starts to | eave then turns and | ooks back at Davi d.

M CHELLE
| thought you were his friend.

| NT. PYLON BAR — NI GHT

Mchelle returns with the drinks. FANS crowd the table.

guys answer questions and sign autographs.

FAN 1
How fast do you go?

SCOTTY
Depends which class. | fly Formula One.
Qur top speed’ s about 250. Steve and
Adam fly in Sport d ass.

STEVE
W fly between 175 and 350.
FAN 2
Ml es or knots?
ADAM
Mles. Unlinted s get up to 500.
FAN 1
How do you practice for a race?
STEVE
You can’t really practice anywhere but
her e.
SCOrTY

Well, that may be true in the Bay Area
but out at the farmwe get in sonme
| aps.

ADAM
Yeah, but it’'s not the sane. You don’'t
have the pyl ons.

The
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SCOrITY
We use hay bal es.

ADAM
Hay bal es? Shit, you really are a
cowboy, Scotty.

STEVE
Well, gentlenen, | need food. Get ne
outta’ here, woman.

Steve gets up and joins Mchelle. Scotty checks his watch.
SCOrTY

New record, Mchelle. Twenty m nutes.
Beats his old record by fifteen.

ADAM
He’s turning into a regular soci al
butterfly.

M CHELLE
Goodni ght, guys. See you in the
nor ni ng.

ADAM

Thanks for the shakes.

Steve and M chelle make their way through the crowd. Seth
and his group stands near the entrance.

SETH
Steve, how the hell ya' doing, old
buddy? And your beautiful |ady,

Mchelle, give ne a jug, | nean hug.
M CHELLE

H , Seth.
STEVE

How s the airplane?

CHESTER
We put the new radiator in.

STEVE
Where’' d you find a wel der?

CHESTER
Kerch gave us a nane of a guy in town.



SETH
That sonof abitch Rammo’ s sandbaggi ng.
W' re gonna’ stand down tonorrow. W'l
show t hat no good bastard.

CHESTER
Don’'t pay any attention to him He's
had a few.

SETH

I’mtelling ya, we're not flyin

CHESTER
Yeah, yeah, yeah, whatever you say.

M CHELLE
Gentlenmen, if | don't get this pilot
sone food, he won't be flying anything.

CHESTER
See you tonorrow.

Steve holds Mchelle’ s hand as they wal k through the casino
to restaurant row. She tries to keep up.

M CHELLE
Sl ow down.
STEVE
|’msorry. Dick qualified this
afternoon at 325. |’mjust pissed.
MAN | N CROND
Hey, Steve.

Steve stops and turns to see JOHN KENNY, 60ish, retired
engi neer, with a Skunk Wbrks | ogo on his vest.

JOHN
Got a project | want to talk to you
about .

STEVE

| prom sed her dinner. WIIl you be at
the field tonorrow?

JOHN
Sure thing. See you out there.

Steve pulls Mchelle through the crowd.

M CHELLE
VWho was he?
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STEVE

| have no idea.
EXT. STEAD FI ELD SECURI TY GATE — DAYBREAK
The sun rises over Lenon Valley as the Z drives up to the
gate. Overhead, a gaggle of geese fly in formation and head
south for the winter. Five F18s fly in formation at a
t housand feet headi ng west.
| NT. Z - DAYBREAK

Steve points to the sky as Mchelle |l eans forward to watch.

STEVE
Can you see this, baby? It’s beautiful
M CHELLE
Ch ny god. Were’'s ny canera when
need it?
STEVE

Forget your canera. Just | ook.

I NT. SPORT CLASS HANGAR - DAY

Steve and Mchelle walk up to the airplane. A bag of sand
sits next to each wheel.

M CHELLE
VWhat's this?

STEVE
Hey, that’s pretty funny. | alnost w sh
| was sandbaggi ng.

M CHELLE
Stand in front. 1'Il take a picture.

Steve poses as Mchelle snaps a picture.

EXT. RAMP — DAY

BILL LEE (48), a dead-ringer for Harrison Ford, conducts
the pre-race briefing. Eight male and one fenale pil ot
listen intently.

Bl LL
Ckay, gentl enen.
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STEVE
And | ady.

Bl LL
Excuse ne, Connie, force of habit.
We'l|l be using runway 8. R ght now
we’'re on schedul e but that’s subject to
change. Engine start at thirteen fifty,
in position at fourteen hundred. The
Thunderbirds finish at fourteen-o-five.
| f the pace plane goes out, nunber one
you take the | ead. Any questions?

PILOT 1
Are rear-viewmrrors legal? | heard
you put one in your plane, Bill.

Bl LL
That’s so | know when Dennis is gonna
pass ne.

The pilots crack up as they walk to their airplanes.

EXT. RAMP

— DAY

The THUNDERBI RDS shatter the atnosphere as they fly down

the runway in the eschal on formation.

noses up and peel off to | and.

The crews

wat ch the eight Sport O ass planes taxi

They point their

behi nd

t he pace plane. JIM NELSON (35), the rep fromHart zel

propel |l er,

wal ks up.

M CHELLE
Hey, Jim Geat to see you.

JIM
H, Mchelle. How s he doi ng?

M CHELLE
Sl ow. Got any of those beauti ful
simtar props with ya' ?

ARNI E
It’s all that sand he’s carrying.

M CHELLE
|’mtelling ‘ya, Arnie, the plane s not
set up. This was plan b. W thought he
was racing Paul’s plane.
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ARNI E
Yeah, yeah, yeah, never believe the
pilot’s wfe.

M CHELLE
He prom sed not to cook this engine.

ARNI E
[’I] believe it when | see it.

M CHELLE
Well, pay attention, here they go.

The pace plane takes off. The sun sparkles off the gl eam ng
pl anes as they roll down the runway. One after another, the
planes |ift off, Steve in fourth position.

M CHELLE
Bring them hone safe, race angels.

ARNI E
Amen to that.

EXT. PEAVI NE MOUNTAI N — DAY

Ei ght pl anes, scattered across the sky, formup on the pace
pl ane. They fly over rugged, nountainous terrain. No place
to | ose an engi ne.

| NT. PACE PLANE — DAY

CJ STEVENS (50), the pace pilot, looks out his right w ndow
as the planes join up.

PLANE FIVE (O.S.)
Steve, why are you under ne?

cl
Fly of f your wi ngman.

Pl ane five backs off until Steve passes him He tucks in
behind Steve' s right w ng.

CJ
Okay, | ooking good.

The planes are strung across the sky like a string of
pearls as they approach the airport boundary that marks the
start of the race.
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CJ
Ckay, Lady and Gentl enen, you have a
race.

EXT. GRANDSTAND - DAY

The pace pl ane peels off as eight racers dive on the
course. Race 40 and 99 junp to the | ead. The grandstands
are beginning to fill up.

GORDON (O S.)
Here they cone, |adies and gentl enen.
Look to your right for the start of the
Sport Class silver race. Listen for
those m ghty Continental and Lycom ng
engi nes as they cone up to full power.
No other sound like it in the world.

| NT. LEGACY COCKPIT — DAY

Steve tucks in right behind Race 40, BABY DOLL. The pl anes
dive to fifty feet as they pass pylon three.

STEVE
On your outside, Earl.

EARL
| got ya'.
EXT. RACE COURSE - DAY
Steve catches Earl in the turn and they head towards pyl on
four dead even. Earl pulls ahead on the straightaway.
EXT. PYLON FOUR - DAY

THREE PYLON JUDGES watch the race. Steve flies high and
catches Earl in the turn around pylon four.

PYLON JUDGE ONE
Race Forty, Race N nety-nine.

PYLON JUDGE TWD
Clean turn. No cuts.
| NT. BABY DCOLL COCKPI T - DAY

EARL HI BBLE (38) grimaces as he pulls four g°s in the turn
and | ooks for traffic. Earls spots Steve high off his w ng.
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STEVE (Q. S.)
| lost you, Earl.

EARL
It’s okay | got ya’

As they conme out of the turn, they' re even again. Steve
flies tight on Earl’s w ng.

EARL
Isn't this fun!

EXT. RAMP — DAY

M chell e clutches her clipboard as the planes nmake the
final turn before the grandstands.

ANNOUNCER (O S.)
Ladi es and Gentl enen, here they cone
around turn eight dead even, Earl
Hi bbl e, Race 40, in Baby Doll from
Hayward, California and Steve Tyler,
Race 99, Martin’s Legacy from Redwood
Cty, California.

EXT. ANNOUNCER BOOTH — DAY

Gordon | ooks through the binoculars. The planes fly over
the runway at forty feet in front of the grandstands. Ear
reaches hone pylon a fraction of a second before Steve.

GORDON
Race 40 takes the lap with a speed of
274.589 m | es per hour.

Just as he passes hone pylon, Steve pulls up while Ear
conti nues on course.

GORDON
Race 99 pulled out. W re not sure what
the problemis but he’s out of the
race.

Gordon trains his binoculars on Race 99 as Steve points the
nose up and clinbs to three thousand feet.



| NT. LEGACY COCKPIT — DAY

Steve pulls the power and levels at three thousand feet.
The sound of his breathing the only noise in the cockit.
Five red lights flash on the control panel. He circles high
over the course.

STEVE
Come on, baby, cool down.

EXT. RAMP — DAY
M chell e and Adam watch Steve circle the field.

GORDON (O. S.)
It | ooks |like he’s okay, folks. | don't
see any snoke. In the neantine, |ook at
this race for second place between
Connie Vick in Geat d ass, |ucky
nunber thirteen and Larry Arnold in
Pegasus, nunber eight. These two have
been neck and neck all week.

The two planes fly down the runway, spinners even. Just
before they pass hone pylon, Race 13 pulls ahead and takes
t he checkered fl ag.

GORDON (O S.)
She’s done it, |adies and gentlenen.
Conni e Vick takes second place in her
first Sport Class heat race at Reno
with a speed of 267.2. Larry Arnold
finishes third at 267.1 nph.
Congratul ations to all the ppilots of
this exciting new cl ass racer.

M CHELLE
VWere is he? | lost him

ADAM
Short final. He | ooks good.

The Legacy touches down and exits at the first taxiway. The
plane rolls to the ranp as Steve opens the canopy. Mchelle
rushes up to the plane as he takes off his hel net.

M CHELLE

Are you okay, baby. What happened?
STEVE

Everything was great then | | ooked down

and | was redlined.
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M CHELLE
Did you hurt anything?

STEVE
| won't know until | check it over.
How d they finish?

M CHELLE
Earl, Connie, Larry.

STEVE
Good for her.

Steve clinbs out of the cockpit. Mchelle hands hima soda.
Adam wal ks over to join them

ADAM
Hey, Tyler, you got to finish the race
to win the noney.

STEVE
Man, it was like Christmas. Red lights
bl i nki ng everywhere.

ADAM
How s the course?
STEVE
Cettin’ bunpy on the backstretch
ADAM
Wel conme to Reno. Cindy’ Il be here
| ater. Wanna' have di nner tonight?
M CHELLE
Sounds |ike fun.
STEVE
Let’s see how the day goes. Good | uck
out there.
ADAM

| just hope Dennis doesn’t |lap ne. See
ya' later, alligata’.

Adam wal ks past Race 33, the red and purple Legacy and
clinbs into his blue Thunder Mistang.
EXT. RAMP — DAY

Ei ght Sport planes taxi past Steve and Mchelle as they
wait for fuel. The FUEL BOY (19) wal ks up with the hose.
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FUELER
Fill *er up?

STEVE
Ten in the left. Nothing in the right.

M CHELLE
Ready to eat?

STEVE
Let’s watch this race.

EXT. ANNOUNCER BOOTH — DAY

Gordon holds the m ke as SEAN TUCKER perforns a knife-edge
pass down the runway in the Oracle Chall enger biplane.

GORDON
In true Tucker fashion, another
signature performance by the Oacle
Chal | enger. Sean would you |like to say
anything to the crowd?

SEAN (O S.)
Hell o everybody. Hope you enjoy the
races and thanks for comng out to the
ai rshow.

Sean pulls the biplane into a verticle clinb to five
hundred feet then does a tail slide towards the runway.

SEAN (O S.)
And don’'t forget, the nobst dangerous
part of flying is the drive to the
airport.

He pulls out of the slide and into a | oop. The crowd
cheers. At the top of the |oop, he reverses course.

GORDON
Thank you, Sean. Sean Tucker, pil ot
extraordinairre in his Oracle
Chal | enger. Stop by the perforner’s
tent later and neet Sean. GCet
aut ographs fromall your favorite
performers. Next up, to your left,
| adi es and gentl enen, the planes for
the Sport Class Gold Heat race get
ready to | aunch.



EXT. RUNVAY — DAY

The pace plane lifts off as Race 33 starts down the runway.

EXT. RAMP — DAY

Duane and Paul drive the golf cart and park next to Ji my,
M chell e and Steve. They hear the race on the PA system

GORDON (O. S.)
Here cones the pace plane flown by CJ
Stevens, followed by Race 33, Dennis
Green, a legend of air racing in his
beauti ful turbo-charged Lancair Legacy.
Just | ook at himgo, |adies and
gent | enen.

Race 33 lifts off and clinbs sharply into the bright
sunlight. Race 88 starts down the runway.

PAUL
You checked the boost, right?

DUANE
No, you said you were going to do that.

PAUL
Ugh, oh.

GORDON (O. S.)
Next up we have Di ck Vandanere in the
super - char ged, AeroSuper Sol utions
Legacy from Las Vegas, Nevada. Wait a
m nute, he’s aborted the takeoff. Not
sure what the problemis fol ks but he's
out of harm s way.

EXT. RUNVAY - DAY

The prop windmlls as the plane rolls to a stop on the far
side of the runway. The Thunder Mistang roars down the
runway and lifts off.

EXT. RAMP — DAY

The crashtruck drives up and stops by the cart.
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GORDON (O. S.)
Here cones Adam Meyers in that
beauti ful Thunder Muistang from Nanpa,
| daho.

FI RE CREW
W'l go get himonce everybody
| aunches. One of you can cone. CGot a
tow bar for that plane?

DUANE
1’11 go.

PAUL
Here's the towbar.

Duane junps in the back of the truck and it speeds off to
t he taxiway.

PAUL
Damm it. We're out before the start and
it’s ny fault.

STEVE

VWhat happened?
PAUL

| didn’t set the boost high enough.
STEVE

And he didn’t conpensate with m xture.
PAUL

Yeah, that woul d have worked. | bet he

didn't think of that.

STEVE
He just needs tinme in the plane.

JI MW
This is no place to practi ce.

GORDON (O. S.)
Look to your right, |adies and
gent| enmen, and watch these beautiful,
homebui I t, kit planes start today’s
Sport C ass Gold heat race. Wen the
pil ots hear those nmagi c words,
Gentl emren you have a race, they're off.
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| NT. THUNDER MUSTANG — DAY

Adam foll ows Dennis at the start but he doesn’t |ike the
line and corrects to the outside of the course.

EXT. PYLON ONE — DAY

Three pylon judges | ook up as the planes approach the first
pyl on.

GORDON (O. S.)
Race 33 takes the |l ead as they cone
around pylon one on their way to the
Val l ey of Speed. It |ooks |ike Dennis
Green has found another gear in his
gear box.

PYLON JUDGE
Race 33, cut.

| NT. THUNDER MJUSTANG — DAY
Adam can see Dennis fly on the inside and cut the pyl on.

GORDON (O. S.)
Wait a mnute, did he just cut pylon
one? | can’t believe it. Wre
checking, but fromhere it |ooked |ike
a cut. He's back on course but that’l|
cost him

Adam makes a clean turn around the plyon two seconds |ater.

ADAM
Hot damm.

GORDON (O. S.)
Adam Meyers gives hima run for his
noney as they round pylon two. Look at
t hat Thunder Mistang go.

Adam flies off Dennis’ wng at fifty feet. They fly across
a road and turn at pylon three with three feet to spare.
Never | evel, the planes bank even harder into the turn.
Dennis pulls ahead and the gap gets bigger. Adamhits
Denni s’ prop wash. The plane lurches to the right and

al nost turns over before Adam regains control

ADAM
Holy Shit.



EXT. RAMP — DAY

Andy and Denni s’ daughters watch froma golf cart. Steve
and Mchelle stand with Paul and Jimy as Race 33 roars
down the runway at thirty feet. Ten seconds l|later, the
Thunder Mustang follows at fifty feet.

GORDON (O. S.)

He’s pulling away, fol ks. W just

cl ocked himat three hundred and forty
m |l es per hour. That may be a new
record. W'll have to see how that
penalty plays out. Here conmes Adam
Meyers in the Thunder Mustang fol |l owed
by Bill Lee in his Lancair Legacy.

The crashtruck tows Race 88 to the taxiway.

I NT. RACE 33 COCKPI T — DAY

Denni s sees two planes just ahead as he turns around Pyl on
one. He’'s low and closing fast. He passes themas if they
were parked. At thirty feet, he can see the street signs as
he flies over the road on the backcourse. Another two

pl anes just ahead. Gone just as fast. One nore on the

i nsi de, passed at 340 m | es per hour.

DENNI S
Now we’ re cooki ng.

EXT. HOVE PYLON — DAY

The race official waves the checkered flag as Dennis flies
down the runway at twenty feet.

GORDON (O. S.)
Ladi es and Gentl enmen, Race nunber 33
flowmn by Dennis Geen takes the flag
after possibly setting a new course
record. Way to go, Dennis.

EXT. RAMP — DAY

Peopl e appl aud the victory. KIM STEVENS, (30) the beautiful
mar keting wi z from Lancair, watches the race with Steve and
M chel l e. She shakes hands w th Andy.

KIM
Great job, Andy. Thanks.
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ANDY
Thank him not ne.

KIM
| hope we sweep the Gold. I'mpulling
for you to take the Silver, Tyler.

St eve shakes hi s head.

STEVE
I’11 do ny best, Kim No prom ses.

M CHELLE
(to Steve)
Let’s do Chairman’s O ub today. | neet
the kids at two.

KIM
(reaches in her bag)
Here’'s sone airplane tatoos you can
hand out. They wash off.

M CHELLE
Thanks, the kids will | ove these.

As they pass Andy and the girls, Mchelle stops.
M CHELLE

Good job you guys.
EXT. RAMP - DAY
Steve puts his armaround Mchelle as they wal k past the
stands to the big white tent. Dede overtakes them on her
roll er skates, backpack, cut-off jeans, white cam sole and
fl oppy hat.

DEDE
What happened to D ck?

STEVE
Not sure. Check with Paul.

She skat es backwards ahead of them

DEDE
Going out to the pylons to shoot.
Gotta’ go.

STEVE

Get sone of 42 in the Bronze.



DEDE
Ckay. Bye for now.

EXT. CHAIRMAN' S CLUB TENT - DAY

Dede skates off as Steve and M chelle enter the Chairnen’s
Club tent. The ATTENDENT (60) checks their credentials and
stanps the back of their hand.

ATTENDENT
Been watching you race for twenty-four
years, Steve. Good to neet you

STEVE
Hey, thanks.

ATTENDENT
M nd signing one of these for ny
gr andson?

STEVE
Sur e t hing.

Steve takes the pen and signs the program M chelle reaches
into her bag, and hands a sticker to the attendent.

M CHELLE
G ve himone of these. They wash off.

STEVE
Here ya' go. Enjoy the races.

ATTENDENT
Go 99.

| NT. CHAI RMAN S CLUB TENT

Steve and Mchelle join the people in line for the lunch
buffet. John Kenny turns around to greet them

JOHN
Steve, good timng. Met you the other
night at the Hlton. Mentioned we have
a project | want to talk to you about.

STEVE
Yeah, | renenber. Join us for |unch?

JOHN
Thanks, great idea.
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STEVE
Except | can’t eat this stuff.
M CHELLE
There’s fruit sal ad, Steve.
STEVE
Never mind. | see what | want. [’'ll go

get a table.

Steve wal ks over to the dessert tray and takes an ice cream
sandwi ch fromthe di spenser. He spots a table with four
enpty seats. HOOT G BSON (52), a retired astronaut, sits
with three show pilots. They' re done eating.

STEVE
Hey, Hoot. Mnd if we join you?

HOOT
Come on over pardner, plenty of room
These guys were | eavin anyway.

The pilots pick up their trays. Steve sits next to Hoot and
removes the ice cream w apper

STEVE

Hey, | didn’t nmean to chase you out.
PILOT 1

No problem Enjoy your |unch.
HOOT

Br eakfast of chanpi ons?

STEVE
Nah, allergic to eggs. Can’'t eat any of
that stuff. Cost ne ny chance to be a
naval aviator. So how ya’' running?

HOOT
A’ Rff Raff, she’'s running pretty
good. How ‘ bout you?

STEVE
Sucki ng your exhaust but it’s all fun.
Maybe not as nuch fun as riding a
rocket .

HOOT
Flyin the Unlimted course for five
laps and ridin’ the Shuttle, ‘bout the
sane. Sane tinme. Sane risk. Sane
thrill.
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M chell e and John arrive with trays and sit down.

STEVE
Ah, here they are. Hoot, you know
M chel | e and John Kenny from Lockheed.
Hoot used to fly for NASA. What d’ ya
got sonething |ike 800 hours in space?

HOOT
Yeah, sonethin |ike that. Hey,
M chell e, good to see you. | didn’t
recogni ze you. John, howdy do?
M CHELLE
Hel | o, Hoot.
JOHN

(shakes hands wi th Hoot)
Honor to neet neet you, M. G bson.

HOOT
Hey, just plain ol’ Hoot‘ll do. Wat do
you do at Lockheed, John?

JOHN
| manage the U2 upgrade program In our
spare tinme, we’'re building an Unlimted
Racer. That’s what | want to talk to
you about, Steve. W need a test pilot
and if everything works out, sonebody
to race her next year.

HOOT
Wel, you got yourself the man for the
job. Hey, listen folks. |I’m gonna |et
you tal k business. | gotta’ go sign

sonme posters. Enjoy your |unch.

STEVE
Bye, Hoot. Thanks.

Hoot takes his tray and | eaves. John pulls a picture out of
his briefcase and hands it to Steve.

JOHN
Hal f the wei ght of a Miustang, sane or
better power. Larger wing for better
turn radius.

STEVE
Wbah. This baby shoul d hum al ong.

M CHELLE
VWhat’' s her nane?
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JOHN
We call her Wldfire. My dad’s fol |l owed
your career for years. He really |iked
the way you handl ed the Turner project.

STEVE
| got replaced on that project.
JOHN
Yeah but for all the wong reasons. You
made the right call. If they d |istened
to you they'd still have the airplane.
STEVE

Seens | recall hearing about this
twenty years ago. You had sone
pr obl ens?

JOHN
Let’s just say we had sone early
attenpts at success.

STEVE
|’d like to see the plane before we
make any deci sions but ya got ny
i nterest. \Were you based?

JOHN
Mohave. W work every other weekend.
Gve ne your email and I'll send you a

crew schedul e.

M chel l e reaches into her bag for a business card.

M CHELLE
|’ mthe keeper of the cards. Here you
go, John.
JOHN
Thanks.
STEVE
Vell, I"’moff to Yakland, folks. W'lI

be in touch after the races, John.
M chell e, you ve got the kids, right?

M CHELLE
Me and twenty screamn’ ten year olds.
What fun. Pleasure to neet you, John. |
adm re your choice in pilots.

JOHN
Good to neet you too. Good |uck, Steve.
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Steve tips his cap and takes Mchelle’s hand as they | eave
the tent.

EXT. YAK PIT — DAY

Steve and Mchelle walk up to the airplane parked next to a
nmot or hone. Chester stands on a | adder to check the oil.

STEVE
VWhere's Set h?

CHESTER
Sleepin’. He had a pretty rough night.

STEVE
| need to talk to that boy. This is no
pl ace for hangovers.

CHESTER
Amen. | can't control him

Steve starts towards the notor honme. M chelle stops him

M CHELLE
Come here you

M chell e stands on her tip toes and ki sses Steve.

M CHELLE
Have fun out there, baby. Good | uck.

STEVE
Thanks. Have fun with the kiddi es.

| NT. SPORT CLASS HANGAR - DAY

Mchelle helps a little girl get into Martin's Legacy while
twenty boys and girls | ook on.

BOY 1
Don’t break anything, Margaret.

BOY 2
Can | be next? Pl ease, please, please,

M CHELLE
Ckay, okay, one at a tine. W have to
be careful. My husband’s going to race
this plane tonorrow.

GRL 1
Isn't it scary to race an airplane?
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M CHELLE
Sonetinmes you can be brave and afraid
at the sane tine.

BOY 1
How fast does he go?
M CHELLE
In this plane about 265 mles an hour.
In Unlimted he goes about 350.
GRL 1
That’ s fast.
BOY 1

Not that fast. Dago Red does 500.

BOY 2
Was he in the Air Force?

M CHELLE
No. When he was just about your age he
deci ded he wanted to fly. He rode his
bi ke to the airport everyday after
school and hel ped wash the pl anes.
Pretty soon, the pilots took himfor
rides and he’'s been flying ever since.

GRL 1
Do girls race?

M CHELLE
Yep, see that plane over there? Connie
Vick races that plane. And the blue T-
6, that’s Mary Dilda's plane.

ARL 2
Do you fly?
M CHELLE
Yes, | do. | used to own a flight

school. That’'s how | net Steve. My
ai rplane’ s named Lucy. She’s got great
big | ong w ngs.

BOY 2
How cone these wings are so short?

BOY 1
So you can turn faster, silly.

M CHELLE
That’s right. Here let ne help you.



The little girl stands up and M chelle hel ps her get out.

GRL 1
Me next, nme next. Pl ease.

Adam wal ks up to the group

ADAM
M chel |l e, sonebody told ne you have
ai rplane tatoos for these new pilots.
Anybody want a tatoo?

BOY 1
Me, nme, | want a tatoo.

Adam pulls Mchelle aside while the kids take stickers.

ADAM
Steve just maydayed in the Yak. So did
Seth. 1'Il take over.

M CHELLE
Kids, | gotta’ go but Adamraces the

Thunder Mustang and he’'s going to

aut ograph your posters and answer your
questions. Thank you for com ng and

t hank you, Adam

EXT. SPORT HANGAR - DAY

M chel l e wal ks briskly out of the hangar. Qut of sight of
the kids, she runs towards the Unlimted pit, dodging
peopl e all the way.

EXT. YAK PIT — DAY

Chester renoves the cowing from Race 104. The pl ane and
pilot are covered with oil. Seth wipes his face. A truck
tows Race 42 to the ranp. Steve junps off the truck

M chelle arrives at the same tine.

M CHELLE.
VWhat happened?

STEVE
|” m okay. The cow doors woul dn't open.
By the tine | got to five hundred feet,
it was all over.
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SETH
| heard Steve call the mayday then
bang, | can’'t see a thing. | opened the
canopy and got a faceful of oil. Shit

man, we shut down the runway.

STEVE
Good j ob, Set h.

SETH
Thank God you were off the runway.
How s it | ook, Chester?

CHESTER
Prop seal’s gone. W got work to do.
Chris, take a look at that cow sw tch

STEVE
We gotta’ debrief, then I'll be ready
to go. How ‘ bout you?

M CHELLE
Anytinme babe. | better go rescue Adam

| left himwith the kids.

EXT. SPORT HANGAR - DAY

St eve ki sses Mchelle on the forehead then heads off to the
pilot debrief. Mchelle wal ks into the hangar.

I NT. RACE 99 PIT — DAY

Adam supervi ses twenty kids as they apply tatoos to various
parts of their bodies. One little boy points to his
forehead. Adam obliges and rubs it on.

I NT. PILOT BRI EF ROOM — DAY

The Bronze pilots gather around Steve and Seth to discuss
t he race.

PILOT 1
VWhat the hell happened out there?

PILOT 2
Mayday city. | didn't know if we were
raci ng or not.

Lou wal ks into the room and commands attenti on.



LOU
Did you hear anybody say knock it off?

PI LOT 2
No. Sorry.

LOU
You stop raci ng when you hear those
magi ¢ words. Unl ess you break. Wat
happened, Steve?

STEVE
My coml switch failed. If | kept going
|’ d have cooked t he engi ne.

LOU

And you?
SETH

Prop seal went. | |anded behind Steve.
LOU

CGentl enen, that’s the way you handl e an
energency. You both did a damm fine
j ob. Ckay, let’s nove on.

I NT. CHEVY' S RESTAURANT — NI GHT

Steve and Mchelle sit at a table with Adam and Cl NDY. A
VWAl TRESS t akes their order.

Cl NDY
Margarita, no ice.
M CHELLE
Do you have | enonade?
WAl TRESS
Regul ar or pi nk?
M CHELLE
Pi nk, pl ease.
STEVE
Di et coke for ne, please.
ADAM
Make that two.
Cl NDY
You pilots are so nmuch fun. | hear

Dennis tried to take you out.



The waitress serves the drinks.

STEVE
VWi ch one of us?

Cl NDY
Didn’t you al nost have a mdair?

STEVE
That’ s one thing about air racing.
Never let the truth get in the way of a
good story. It was both our fault.

ADAM
| got caught in his propwash. Even with
the pylon penalty, he beat nme. Pretty
good for an old nman.

M CHELLE
You shoul d have seen Adamw th the
kids, G ndy. You d been proud of him

ADAM
Shall we tell themour big news?

Cl NDY
We bought a B&B in Belieze. W nove
next nont h.

M CHELLE
Congr at ul ati ons, how exciting.

STEVE
Ww. Mich test flying in Belieze?

Cl NDY
| hope not. It scares ne to death.

ADAM
If we lived forever there would be no
such thing as courage.

STEVE
Anen.

STEVE
Here’s to us. May we |live as well as we
can, as long as we can.

St eve nmakes a toast.
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EXT. STEAD Al RFI ELD — DAYBREAK

The sun peaks over the top of the mountain and lights up
the valley. The mst glistens on the airplanes. A redtailed
hawk circles in search of prey. The sound of silence.

EXT. PARTI Cl PANT GATE — DAYBREAK

The security guard waves the Z through the open gate.

I NT. SPORT HANGAR — MORNI NG

M chell e sips coffee as Steve unl atches the cowling screws.

M CHELLE
So ny darling, what’s the plan?
STEVE
"’ m putting on the pop-off valve. That
way, | won’t hurt anything.
M CHELLE
Want nme to tape or polish?
STEVE
No. We can't afford to break this
ai rpl ane, babe. |’ m doi ng everything I

can to renmenber |’ mnot racing.
Steve puts the cow on the floor under the w ng.

M CHELLE
Need any hel p?

STEVE
Hand nme that box on the bench, please.

M chell e picks up a small box and hands it to Steve. He
removes a valve and installs it on the manifold Iine.

M CHELLE
Earl bunped up to the Gold.
STEVE
Yeah, | sawthat. So it’s ne, Larry and

Connie at the front.

M CHELLE
Can you hold themoff?
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STEVE
Time the interval on the first lap. |
wanna' see how good a start | can nake.
We'l|l give thema good race but |’ m not
gonna’' get in their way.

M CHELLE
Do we need to do a runup?
STEVE
Yeah. | wanna check the prop pitch.

Dick arrives with a bag of donuts.

DI CK
Good norning. | though a little
contribution to the cause was in order.

M CHELLE
Thanks, Dick. They | ook yumry.

Steve picks up the cowing.

DI CK
Let me give ya a hand.

STEVE
Thanks.

They position the cowing and secure the zeuss fasteners on
each side.

DI CK
| want to thank you for what you did.
STEVE
You' re wel cone.
DI CK
| never thought |1'd get a chance to
race these machines. | just hope |

don’t screw it up. These are harder to
fly then they | ook.

STEVE
Mostly the systens stuff that’s tricky.
Come out with nme while | do a runup

DI CK
Thanks.
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EXT. SPORT HANGAR — MORNI NG

Steve tows the plane to the ranp with the cart. Dick and
M chell e wal k the w ngs.

EXT. RAMP — MORNI NG

Steve and Dick sit in the plane and do a runup. Mchelle

uses her fingers as earplugs. CGordon taps her on the
shoul der and signals to talk.

GORDON
Di scovery Channel wants to interview
St eve.
M CHELLE
G eat. Wen?
GORDON
After the race. Meet you in the hangar?
M CHELLE
Ckay. Did you get a bio?
GORDON
Yes, | did. Well done. See you |l ater.

Gordon wal ks of f and Adam and G ndy join Mchelle. Eight
bi pl anes taxi past for the start of their race.

ADAM
What ' s he doi ng?

M CHELLE
He put the pop-off on. He' s going over
the systenms with D ck.

ADAM
He’s a better man than nme. | wouldn’'t
show hi m anyt hi ng.

Steve shuts down the engi ne and opens the canopy. Adans
wal ks over to the plane. C ndy and M chelle stay behi nd.

ADAM
Now don’t go telling himall your
secrets, T-man.

D CK
Don't worry. He forgot nore than |
know.
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EXT. RAMP — DAY

Dede skates past, canera in one hand, and tal ks on her
cell. She waves at the guys who watch her skate off.

Cl NDY
| see the pit binbos are here.

M CHELLE
Eye candy.

Cl NDY
You're a lot nore tolerant than | am

M CHELLE
| think the best way to keep these kind
of guys is to let them go.

Cl NDY
Don't tell Adamthat. W fight about
this all the tinme. | ever catch him
fooling around, 1’1l divorce himand he
knows it.

M CHELLE
Ri ght now | just hope they make it to
Monday.

EXT. SPORT HANGAR - DAY

The eight Sport class planes tow out to the ranp. The
pilots wave to the crowd. The crews wal k the wings to
protect the planes. Two Boy Scouts hawk air race posters.

BOYy SCOUT 1
Posters. Posters. Get yer’ air race
posters.

BOy SCOUT 2

Buy two, get one free.

EXT. RAMP — DAY

Nine pilots circle Bill Lee for a final brief.
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Bl LL LEE
We got perfect flying conditions and
the grandstands are full, so let’s give

‘em a good clean race. Any questions?
Al right then gentlenmen and |ady, tine
to go racing. Fly safe and have fun out
there. W roll in five

The Silver Fornmula One racers screamaround a three-mle
course. Mchelle pays the scout for three posters. Steve
wal ks over and grabs her from behi nd.

STEVE
Spending all our noney?

M CHELLE
Hey, we need your autograph. They're
sellin autographed posters on Ebay.

STEVE
We launch in three mnutes. Can we do
this |l ater, babe?

M CHELLE
Sure. I'msorry. Good | uck baby.

M chell e gives hima kiss and a hug for good | uck.

BOY SCOUT 1
Yuck.

EXT. LEGACY - DAY

Steve clinbs into the plane. Jimy hel ps himadjust the
seat beats. He puts on his helnet then cl oses the canopy.
Jim Nel son wal ks up to Mchelle.

JIM
| had an idea to get Steve a prop. It
cane to ne at two in the norning.

M CHELLE
VWhat ? Tel |l me.

JIM
Let’s ask Kimif we can borrow one from
the factory plane at the booth.

M CHELLE
Wiy didn't | think of that? You' re
brilliant. 1’mgonna tell Steve.



Steve sits in the plane wwth his eyes closed. Mchelle runs
up to the plane and taps on the canopy. Steve opens the
canopy.

M CHELLE
Jimhas an idea to get you a prop
Bill gives the signal for engine start.
STEVE

Ckay, | gotta’ race.

Steve cl oses the canopy and M chel |l e backs away fromthe
pl ane. She blows hima kiss. She wal ks back to Jim

M CHELLE
Never talk to a pilot right before a
race. | should know better.

EXT. HOVE PYLON — DAY

The pace plane roars down the runway and |ifts off. The
ei ght race planes follow one after the other, ready to do
battle at fifty feet across the desert.

EXT. RAMP — DAY

Ei ght Fornmula One planes line up for fuel. Eight T6' s tow
to the ranp. Hundreds of fans line up behind the rope
barrier to watch. Security officials ride a golf cart
patroling the ranp to nmake sure no one crosses the |ine.

GORDON (O. S.)
Ladi es and Gentl eman, please direct
your attention to the right for the
start of the Silver Sport C ass race.

| NT. LEGACY COCKPI T — DAY

Steve |l ooks to his right. Four planes fly a tight line. He
| ooks to his left. The pace plane and three racers fly
close and tight. They fly over a Lenon Valley nei ghborhood.

PACE PLANE (O.S.)
Looki ng very good everybody. Hold your
positions.
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EXT. BACKYARD — DAY

Three ten-year old BOYS run around with their arns streched
out |ike race planes. One boy hears the planes before he
can see them

BOY 1
Mom here they come. Mom hurry up
Here they cone.

A HOUSEW FE dri es her hands on a towel as she wal ks out the
back door. She | ooks up and sees the pace plane trail snopke
across the sky followed closely by eight race pl anes.

MOM
Ckay, okay, cal m down.

BOY 1
Man, o man, | ook at them go.

MOM
Is that one on fire?

BOY 1
No nom that’s the pace plane.

MOM
They sure nmake a | ot of noise.

BOY 1
Wnen, go figure.

EXT. GRANDSTAND — DAY

Hundreds of fans stand up to watch the start. The PA system
broadcasts the pace pl ane.

PACE PLANE (O.S.)
Lady and Gentl enen, you have a race.

The pace pl ane peels off as eight racers dive for the |ead.

| NT. LEGACY COCKPIT — DAY

Steve pushes the throttle in and |l eaps to the front of the
pack. He takes a quick look to the right and left and sees
he’s in front. He banks hard around pylon one at a hundred
feet. The G forces push himinto the seat as the world
turns on its side. Half brown desert, half blue sky.



EXT. RAMP — DAY

M chelle clutches the tiner board to her chest. Pau
next to her with the radio. Jimtalks on his cell.

GORDON (O. S.)
Here they cone around the backstretch.
Steve Tyler, from San Carl os,
California in the | ead, your three tine
Sport C ass chanpion. Followed by Larry
Arnold and Connie Vick. Listen to the
sound of that Continental power as they
round honme pylon to start the clock.

EXT. HOVE PYLON — DAY
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st ands

A race official waves a big green flag to start the race as

Steve flies past.

EXT. RAMP - DAY
M chell e presses the lap tinmer. Paul has the radio.
M CHELLE
Ten seconds. Tell himthe interval is
ten seconds.
PAUL
(keys the radio)
Ten seconds, Steve. Looking good.
| NT. LEGACY - DAY

Steve backs off the throttle ever so slightly.

I NT. GLASAI R — DAY

Conni e closes the gap and flies ten feet off Steve' s w ng.

EXT. GRANDSTAND — DAY

The crowd cheers as the planes round pylon one, dead even.

Conni e passes Steve on the straightaway.



GORDON
And she’s done it, |adies and
gentl enmen. Connie Vick has taken the
lead. This is the first time a | ady has
led a Sport race but Steve and Larry
are right on her tail.

| NT. LEGACY COCKPI T — DAY
Conni e passes Steve on the outside.
STEVE
You go girl.
EXT. RAMP — DAY

The crews cheer for Connie. Mchelle turns to Paul.

JI MWY
Should we tell himhe just got passed
by a girl?

M CHELLE

Nah. Go, Conni e.

PAUL
Larry’s nmoving up fast. Wat’'s he
doing, tryin’ to prove how slow a
super charger can go?

M CHELLE
Putting on a show He’s not going to
get in their way.
EXT. PYLON SEVEN - DAY

The pylon judges watch the three Sport planes tear across
the Valley of Speed. One. Two. Three. They roar around the

pyl on.

EXT. GRANDSTAND — DAY

The crowds cheers as Larry passes Steve on the strai ghtaway
j ust before hone pylon.
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GORDON
VWat a race we’ve got here, folks. Two
hundred sixty five mles an hour |ess
than a second seperates these racers.
It takes intense concentration to fly
this fast, this close, this low. No one
does this for the noney, folks.

| NT. LEGACY COCKPIT — DAY

Larry passes Steve as they round the pylon. They fly | ow
and tight off the pylon. He can see Connie just ahead.

EXT. RAMP — DAY

Jimstands next to Mchelle. Paul has the radio.

PAUL
Does he want his speeds?
M CHELLE
Nah. Let hi m have fun.
PAUL
| really appreciate what he did with
Di ck this norning.
M CHELLE
(w nks)

Don't tell anybody. W don't want to
ruin his reputation.

The planes fly low on the backstretch. Paul watches through
bi nocul ar s.

JIM
What ever happened with your Wi ght
Br ot hers screenpl ay?

M CHELLE
After 152 rejections, | had to nove on.
Either that or get a divorce.

JIM
That’s too bad. | really enjoyed it. |

didn’t even know they had a sister and
| Iive in Chio.



M CHELLE
| mworking on a new one about the Air
Races. Steve says | go fromthe two
nmost boring nmen in the world to the
nmost boring spectator sport.

JIM

Send ne a copy. |I'd love to read it.
M CHELLE

Thanks. You'll be init, the man who

cane to our rescue.

JI MWY
Here they cone.

The three planes fly down the runway at forty feet. In
trail just twenty feet apart.

GORDON (O S.)
Ladi es and Gentl enan, air race fans of
all ages, a race for the finish. Connie
Vick, Larry Arnold, Steve Tyler. One,
two, three. This was as cl ose a race as
we’ ve had all week.

PAUL
It’s all a chess gane.

JIM
And the only tine the gane stops is
Sunday.

M CHELLE

All’s fair in love and air racing.

EXT. GRANDSTAND — DAY

The sport planes taxi back to the ranp in front of the
grandstands, in order of finish.

GORDON
G ve thema big round of appl ause,
| adi es and gentl enen, your Silver Sport
Cl ass racers at the National
Chanpi onshi p Air Races.

The crowd stands and cheers as the T-6's taxi into position
for the next race.
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EXT. RAMP — DAY

Steve coasts to the ranp and rolls to a stop. He opens the
canopy and takes off his helnmet. Mchelle runs over and
gi ves hima Kkiss.

M CHELLE

Good race, baby.
STEVE

That was fun. Howd it | ook from here?
M CHELLE

Geat. If you have to lose, | love that

you got beat by a wonan.

PAUL
| guess that pop-off worked.

STEVE
Yep. Never got hot. Never got fast but
never got hot. Mchelle, what were you
babbl i ng before the race?

M CHELLE
Ji m suggested we ask Kimif we can
borrow one of the factory props.

STEVE
gotta neet Seth. Wiy don’t you go
I

|
talk to her, babe?

PAUL
You' re not racing the Yak?

STEVE
The Wl dcat bunped up because of our
DNF. W're out today but Seth’s racing
if they got his prop fixed.

The T-6s droan past for the start of their race.

EXT. DI SPLAY TENT - DAY

M chell e wal ks briskly through the crowd to the forty-foot
Lancair tent. Two beautiful factory planes sit out front.

| NT. DI SPLAY TENT - DAY

Ki m perches on a stool and talks with a custoner. She | ooks
up and sees M chelle.



KIM

Excuse ne for a nonent.

She turns to Mchell e.

KIM

How d he do?

Third. You m
won.

Good for her,

M CHELLE
ssed a great race. Connie

KI M
bad for us.

M CHELLE

Actually, that’s what | want to talk to

you about. Ji

m Nel son had an i dea.

Coul d we borrow a prop fromone of your

denos?

KIM

Let me nake a call. Get back to ne in
twenty m nutes.

Thanks, Kim

M CHELLE
You're the best.

KIM

Don't thank nme yet. If it was up to ne,
there’d be no question.

EXT. YAK PIT — DAY

Chester puts the final
up to the plane.

screws in the cowing as Steve wal ks

STEVE

How s it goin'?

CHESTER

It’s back together. Nowit’s up to him

VWhere is he?

STEVE

CHESTER

(nods to the notor hone)

Medi t ati ng.
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EXT. MOTOR HOVE - DAY

Steve wal ks up the steps of the notor hone and knocks on
t he door.

| NT. MOTOR HOVE — DAY

Seth and Steve face each other across the table.

STEVE
Looks li ke the plane’s ready. How about
you?

SETH
As ready as |I'I| ever be.

STEVE

Ckay. Stay on your ganme. Make a good
start and fly a tight course. Not too
tight, a pylon cut could be the
difference in the race.

SETH
| wish you were out there with ne.

STEVE
You' re ready. Let’s go.

EXT. RAMP — DAY

Eight Unlimted racers line up on the ranp. Seth gives the
start signal and the big prop starts to turn. Snoke and
bel ching ensue until the engi ne catches. He taxies out

behi nd a Must ang.

EXT. MOTORHOVE ROOF - DAY

Steve and the Yak crew watch the race. Dede has joi ned
them Chester spots the planes through binoculars as they
‘round Peavi ne Mountain. The pace plane trails snoke.

CHESTER
There they are.



EXT. PIT AREA — DAY

M chel | e dodges peopl e as she nakes her way to the Yak pit.
She | ooks up and sees Steve hol ding Dede around the wai st
as she leans forward to snap a picture. Steve spots
Mchelle in the crowd.

STEVE
Come on up babe, they’'re about to
start.

M CHELLE
No thanks, |ooks |Iike you ve got a ful
house. | talked to Kim She’s makin’
calls. She said to check back in twenty
m nut es.

STEVE
Ckay. 1'Il talk to her after the race.

M CHELLE

Don't forget the Discovery interview

STEVE
Ckay. Here they cone.

M chel |l e di sappears into the crowd.

EXT. PIT RAVP — DAY

Denni s brushes past M chelle headed for the hangar. He
doesn’t notice her in the crowd.

M CHELLE
Dennis, mnd if | walk wth you?
DENNI S
Sure. How ya’' doi ng?
M CHELLE
So what’'s it like to race again after
23 years?
DENNI S

Not hi ng’ s changed. ‘' Cept sonebody noved
pyl on one on ne.

M CHELLE
Thi nk you have enough horsepower ?



DENNI S
|’ ve never flown anything that had
enough hor sepower.

M CHELLE
What’ s your phil osophy towards racing?

DENNI S
Two things, full throttle and never
finish second.

M CHELLE
We wat ched the docunentary of your B29
Kee Bird project a few weeks ago.

DENNI S
Did it end any different?
M CHELLE
Nah but what an effort.
DENNI S
Heart breaker. | gotta nmake a pit stop.

Thanks for talking with ny girls.

M CHELLE
They’ re proud of their daddy.

EXT. CHAI RVAN S TENT — DAY

M chell e sees Duane and his friend, D ANE, an attractive 45
year old, in the crowd.

DUANE
Mchelle, 1'd like to introduce you to
nmy friend, D ane. She' Il be here for
t he duration.

M CHELLE
Pl easure to neet you. Duane can’'t stop
t al ki ng about you. Have you guys had
| unch?

DI ANE
We were just tal king about food.

M CHELLE
Here, take these. Go mngle with the
hi ght rollers.

She hands Duane two tickets for the Chairnman’s C ub.
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DUANE
Thanks, M chell e.

M CHELLE
Enj oy.

EXT. LANCAI R TENT - DAY

M chell e watches the race. Seth finishes a close second.
She wal ks into the tent.

I NT. LANCAI R TENT — DAY

Ki m paces behind the counter with her cell phone pressed to
her ear. Mchelle | ooks hopeful. Kimputs the phone down.

KIM
kay, here’s the deal. | can’'t get hold
of anybody but they left ne in charge
so |’ m maki ng a deci sion. You can
borrow t he prop.

Steve walks into the tent in tine to hear her deci sion.

STEVE
You're the best, Kim

KI' M
If it weren't for you, we wouldn’t be
here. The way | see it, we owe you.

STEVE
Thanks. | prom se not to break it. Wen
can we nove the plane?

KI M
Anytinme. Good luck gettin it through
this crowd.

STEVE

(to Mchelle)
Coul d you ask Jimmy to help you? |1
go beg up sone tools.

Steve wal ks out of the tent.

KI M
Good luck. Let me know if there's
anything else | can do.

M CHELLE
Thank you so nmuch, Kim Now he has a
chance.
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EXT. LANCAI R TENT - DAY

Jinmmy attaches a towbar to the nosewheel. Mchelle asks the
crowd to nove away fromthe plane.

EXT. RAMP — DAY

Jinmy pulls the plane with the towbar. Mchelle wal ks in
front parting the crowd as they nmake their way to the
hangar. Kim s husband, DAVE, arrives.

DAVE
Need a hand?

M CHELLE
Thanks, Dave. Wal k the wi ng. Look out
fol ks, airplane comn’ through

| NT. SPORT HANGAR — DAY

Hundreds of fans m Il around the Sport Hangar. Steve
renmoves the Legacy’s cowing. Jimry parks the factory pl ane
next to Race 99's pit. Dave wal ks up to Steve.

DAVE
M/ wife told ne to cone hel p.

STEVE
Thanks. Let’s get ny prop off first.
M chel l e, we need rags.

M chel |l e searches for rags but only finds paper towels. The
Di scovery Channel crew arrives for the interview The
CAMERA MAN hoi sts a video recorder on his shoul der. The
HOST hol ds a hand m ke.

BRI AN
Looks Iike we got here at the right
time. Steve, |'mBrian Clark with
D scovery W ngs.

STEVE
H . 1'd shake your hand but you' re all
nice and clean and | don’'t have tine.

BRI AN
That’ s okay. You keep working. Can we
ask questions? What are doi ng?
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STEVE
Sure. Lancair just lent us the Hart zel
prop fromone of their denonstrators.

BRI AN
(to canera man)
You getting this? Wiat’'s wong with
your prop?

STEVE
Not hing, it’s a great prop. Just not
for racing.

BRI AN
W’ ve heard runors that you’ ve been
sandbagging. |Is this part of your plan?

St eve uses a wench to renpve the six bolts that secure the
prop. Dave holds a blade so it won't fall off.

STEVE
Jim Nel son fromHartzell came up with
this idea two hours ago. Mchelle, we
need sonething to put this prop on.

M CHELLE
How ‘ bout this bucket? WII that work?

STEVE
Perfect. Put it under the prop with a
bunch of towels. It’s full of oil.

BRI AN

How nmuch speed will you pick up?
STEVE

Enough to wn, | hope.
DAVE

Shoul d we take off the pop-off?
STEVE

Yeah.
BRI AN

Steve, you set thirteen world speed
records, ten of which stand. How does
raci ng conpare?

STEVE
| set three here. It’s all fun though
Doesn’'t matter if I’mracing or just
flying nmy airplane along the coast.
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BRI AN
You' ve flown over 300 different types
of aircraft and tested 33 prototypes.
Any favorites?

STEVE
Anything with w ngs or rotorbl ades.

BRI AN
You al so won the Bob Downey award for
the nost inspirational conpetitor.
Twi ce. Tell us about that.

STEVE
| flew ny Fornmula to Al bequerque and
Denver because we needed pl anes. One
year | lent ny spare engine to Robin
Reid so he could race and fly hone.

BRI AN
Formul as only hold five gallons. You
nmust have stopped a | ot.

STEVE
It was an event. | put in a big tank
and stuck the race prop in the fusel age
with ny sleeping bag. Had to race
wi t hout a spinner though, couldn't fit
it in.

BRI AN
Tell us about the Spirit of Flight
Award fromthe Society of Experinental
Test Pilots.

STEVE
That was really special. Anytine you're
recogni zed by your peers, well, that’s

just the best.

BRI AN
You' ve raced in four classes at Reno,
Bi pl ane, Sport, Unlimted and Fornul a.
Which is your favorite?

STEVE
| love themall but if |I had to pick,
|’d say Unlimted. Soneday | hope to
fly a contender for the Cold.
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I NT. I N FRONT OF LEGACY PIT — DAY

Jim Nel son signals Mchelle and she nmakes her way through
the cromd to neet him

JIM
We have a problem Kimjust got off the
phone wth the new VP of marketing. He
says we need to get Dennis and Bill’s
perm ssion before we nake the swtch.

M CHELLE
Wiy woul d they care? He's in a
di fferent heat.

JIM
He says they’re factory-sponsored teans
and he doesn’t want to piss themoff.

M CHELLE
And what are we chopped |iver? Steve
won t hree Chanpi onshi ps for Lancair.

JI'M
| told himwe'd replace the prop if
anyt hi ng happened. W tal ked to Denni s.

He doesn’'t care. Bill’'s at the jet
briefing.
M CHELLE
Okay, don’t say anything to Steve.
[t 1l just piss himoff. This guy
doesn’t have a clue does he?
JIM
| don't want to get Kimin trouble.
M CHELLE
No, of course not. If it conmes to it,
we'll take it off. 1’1l look for Bill.

I NT. LEGACY PIT - DAY

Steve and Dave sit the prop on the bucket to drain and nove
it to the back of the pit. Jinmmy renoves the cowing from
the factory plane. Duane drives the golf cart into the pit.

DUANE
Can | borrow the timer?

M chell e spots the tinmer board and hands it to Duane.
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M CHELLE
Sure. Right side’s Unlimted, left for
Sport.

DUANE
Thanks for lunch. Gonna' come watch the
race?

STEVE

W'l be right out.

EXT. RAMP — DAY

Steve sits in the golf cart with Paul. Duane, M chelle and
Jimmry stand next to it. Race 33 flies down the runway at
thirty feet, half a lap in front of the field.

GORDON (O. S.)
This may be the fastest Sport C ass
race in the brief four-year history of
the class. Dennis Green just set a new
| ap record at 349.75 mles per hour.
Wait a mnute, | see snoke. This could
be trouble, folks.

| NT. CONTROL TOWER

The controller sites Race 33 through binocul ars.

CONTROLLER
Race 33, trailing snoke.

DENNIS (O S.)
Roger, 33.
| NT. RACE 33 - DAY

Dennis | ooks at the instrunment panel, in the green, but he
has no choi ce.

DENNI S
Race 33, off the course.

EXT. RACE 33 - DAY

Bl ack snoke | eaves a trail behind the race plane as it
pulls up and off the course. The engine goes silent, the
prop wi ndm | s.
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GORDON (O. S.)
These pilots are the best of the best,
| adi es and gentl enen, but they push
t hese pl anes and thenselves to the
[imts.

EXT. RAMP — DAY

Adam tracks the plane through binoculars. N cky, G ndy and
Julie watch, silent and hel pl ess.

GORDON (O. S.)
And sonetinmes beyond.

EXT. RUNVAY — DAY

Race 33 touches down and rolls off at the first exit. The
crash truck roars down the taxiway, |ights flashing.

GORDON (O . S.)
Race 88 takes the checkered flag for
his first win of the week.
Congratul ations to the teamfrom Las
Vegas, Nevada. Race 33 is down safely.
You can all breathe again.

EXT. RAMP — DAY

Adam pulls away in the golf cart. Mchelle wal ks over to
the girls. Tears run down Julie’s face. Mchelle hugs her.

M CHELLE
He’'s okay. He’s on the ground.

JULI E
| hate this. Wiy does he have to race?

M CHELLE
Because that’'s how heroes test
t hensel ves.
M chell e hands Julie a tissue.

M CHELLE
Be brave. Don't |let himsee you crying.
EXT. GRANDSTANDS - DAY

Seven Sport planes taxi past the crowd. The pilots wave to
people in the stands. The golf cart tows Race 33.
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GORDON
G ve thema big round of appl ause,
| adi es and gentlenen, the pilots and
pl anes of the Sport C ass gold heat.

The crowd stands and cheers as Race 33 tows past.

| NT. SPORT HANGAR RACE 33 PIT — DAY

A big crowd stands in front of the pit. The mangl ed remai ns
of the six-cylinder engine exposed for all to see. Andy
lies under the plane, covered in grease. Dennis talks to
hi s daughters. Paul wal ks up to shake his hand.

PAUL
You know how nmuch | want to win but not
this way. Watever you need, if we have
it, it’s yours.

DENNI S
Thanks. Looks |ike another all nighter.
|’ mgettin’ too old for this.

I NT. SPORT HANGAR RACE 5 PIT — DAY

M chelle wal ks up to Bill Lee. He’s on his cell phone and
signals her to wait.

Bl LL
It’s okay with ne. He’s not breaking
any rules. A right. Thanks, bye.

M CHELLE
You al ways cone to our rescue. Thanks,
Bill.

Bl LL

| gotta tell ‘ya, | think what Steve's
been doing all week is chickenshit. He
hasn’t broken any rules and 1’1l defend
his right to do it but it’s conpletely
against the spirit of the class.

M CHELLE
W didn’'t plan any of this, Bill

Bl LL
Yeah, yeah, yeah, whatever you say. |
gotta’ go. I'mlate for the briefing.
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Bill wal ks away. M chelle stands there for a nonent then
her enotions get the best of her. She wal ks towards the
bat hr oom

| NT. SPORT HANGAR BATHROOM — DAY

Mchelle sits on the toilet, tears stream down her face.
She wi pes her eyes with tissue paper and flushes. C ndy
wal ks in as she cones out of the stall.

Cl NDY
You okay?

M CHELLE
I’11 be glad when it’s over. Sonetines
it just gets to be too nuch.

M chel | e washes her hands then splashes water on her face.

Cl NDY
| know what you nean. Testosterone
city. Crowds cheerin’, airplanes
bl owi n° up. People don’t understand
what it’s like for the w ves.

M CHELLE
It’s Steve’'s favorite tine of the year
but | can’t breathe.

M chell e runs her hands through her hair then puts on
chapsti ck.

Cl NDY
Feel better?

M CHELLE
Onward and upward. Thanks, Ci ndy.

I NT. LEGACY PI'T — DAY

Steve and Dave reposition the cowing over the big three-
bl aded netal prop. Mchelle wal ks up to the plane.

M CHELLE
Do we need to do a runup?

STEVE
Yeah, | gotta bal ance the prop.
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I NT. FORMULA ONE HANGAR - DAY

Scotty calls the neeting to order. Twenty pilots and their
crews craminto the back of the hanger

SCOTTY
Before we get started with our regul ar
busi ness, | have a proposal to put up

for vote. We've had sone problens with
race nunbers in the past.

EXT. RAMP — SUNSET

Cl ouds build fast over the nountains around Stead. The | ast
rays of sunlight filter Iight through the clouds. Dave runs
the engine up to full power. Steve reads the prop bal ance
meter. Mchelle holds her ears. Wnd whips tunbl eweed
across the taxiway. Steve gives the thunbs up sign to Dave.
He cuts the engine. Silence.

EXT. SECURI TY GATE — DUSK

The Z drives through the gate. Two security guards sal ute.

EXT. H LTON — NI GHT

The Z pulls up to valet parking. Steve and M chell e get
out. Steve hands the keys to the parking attendant.

ATTENDANT
Good evening. WIIl you be going out
| ater?

STEVE

Not if | have anything to say about it.

| NT. HOTEL ROOM — NI GHT

Steve | eans against the window with a towel around his
wai st. He watches the planes | and at Reno International.
Li ghtening fl ashes streak across the sky. Mchelle cones
out of the bathroom w apped in a towel.

M CHELLE
It’s all yours, baby.



STEVE
Thanks. You know, | don’t know what’s
wong wth these guys. | can’'t believe
Bill said that to you. He changed his
prop four tinmes last year. I’'ll talk to
himin the norning.

M CHELLE
You know what they say. You want
friends at a racetrack you better bring

your own.

STEVE
| don’t believe that. Not for one
m nut e.

M chell e waps her arns around his wai st from behind.

M CHELLE
One of the many things | |ove about
you. Go getta bath

He turns around and takes her in his arns.

STEVE
| saw you go storm ng off today. Dede’s
just a friend. You' re the woman who
shares ny soul

He kisses her. One of those |ong, deep, full of passion
types of kisses. Adrenaline does wonderful things for your
sex life.

EXT. RUNVAY — NI GHT

A hard rain washes the dust fromthe tarmac. Lightening
streaks reflect off the shiny black asphalt.

EXT. RUNVAY — MORNI NG

Golden light illum nates the grasses that |ine the runway.
A rabbit nmunches on a leaf. Birds twitter in the crisp
nmorning air. Sonmewhere on the ranp, a P-51 Mustang engi ne
roars to life and the final day of racing has begun.

EXT. RAMP — DAY

Andy stands next to the airplane with his hands over his
ears as Dennis does a runup in Race 33.
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| NT. SPORT HANGAR — DAY

M chell e and Steve see the factory plane has a sign taped
where the prop should be, “Don’t |et Lancairs share
hangars. They eat their own.” Half of the engine s gone.

STEVE
GQuess Denni s needed parts.

Scotty and David Holne wal k up as Steve checks the oil on
the Legacy. Mchelle sets out the coffee tray.

SCOTTY
| can snell that coffee fromthe ranp.
Can you spare a cup for a Formula guy?

M CHELLE
Good norning. Sure, help yourself.

Scotty pours hinself a cup of coffee. David takes a cookie.

SCOTTY
Thanks. You guys got the short end of
the stick on this nunber business.

DAVI D
Steve trained half the pilots and flew
nost of the planes in the class.

Scotty sips his coffee then wal ks over to the pl ane.

SCOrTY
Un good. We voted yesterday to assign
certain nunbers in perpetuity. W're
calling it the Master Series.

DAVI D
JimMIller, Ray Cote, Jon Sharp, the
Budde brothers and you are the
i naugur al nmenbers. Congratul ati ons.

Scotty shakes Steve’s hand.

STEVE
Hey, thanks nan.

M chell e gives David a hug.

M CHELLE
Thank you, David. I'’msorry | punched
you. You know how nuch this nmeans to
us.
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DAVI D
History’s got to count for sonething.
We're racing in Vegas next nonth. Wuld
you consi der bringing Cool Runnings?

STEVE
You bet. It'll be fun to fly Fornul a
again. 1'll have to brush up on the
rul es.

SCOTTY
You gotta’ know the rules to break them
properly, grasshopper.

Scotty bows to Steve, the student to the naster.

SCOTTY
Good | uck out there today.

STEVE
You too, Scotty. Mchelle, where s ny
flight suit?

M chell e renoves his fancy red, white and gold race suit
covered with patches from previous wns and records.

DAVI D
Hot stuff.
M CHELLE
Wear this one today, babe.
STEVE
You think I shoul d?
M CHELLE
You're ny chanpion. Go fly your

ai r pl ane.

| NT. BRI EFI NG ROOM — DAY

Forty pilots squeeze into the rows of hard benches. Sone
stand at the back. Steve walks in to jeers and whistles.

PILOT 1
Hey, Steve, you flyin’ or marchin’ in a
par ade?

STEVE

Just trying to put on a good show.
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PILOT 2
Dennis, did you get permssion to to
take all those parts?

DENNI S
Steve told ne | coul d.

The pilots crack up. Lou walks into the room

LOU
Good norning, |adies and gentl enen.

EXT. RAMP — DAY

Ei ght gl eam ng race planes line up for the Sport C ass
Silver race. Bill Lee conducts the final brief with the
pilots. Al eyes turn to the sky at the start of the
Nat i onal Ant hem

EXT. OVER STEAD — DAY

A hang glider wwth snoke floats towards earth attached to a
giant American flag that flutters in the w nd.

GRL (O S)
Ch say can you see, by the dawns early
[ight, what so proudly we hailed at the
twlight's |ast gl eam ng?

EXT. GRANDSTANDS — DAY

One hundred thousand people stand at attention. Sonme pl ace
their hands to their heart. Some hold their hats. Sone wave
flags. Children point to the sky.

GRL (OS)
Whose broad stripes and bright stars,
throo the perilous fight. Oer the
ranparts we watched, were so gallantly
stream ng

EXT. UNLIMTED PITS — DAY
All work stops and the crews stand at attention.

GRL (O S)
And the rockets red glare, the bonbs
bursting in air, gave proof through the
night that our flag was still there.



EXT. ANNOUNCER S STAND — DAY

Gordon beans at the little girl as she sings.

A RL
Ch, say does that star-spangl ed banner
yet wave O er the land of the free and
the home of the brave?

EXT. GRANDSTAND — DAY

The crowd cheers as five F18s fly over the field in

formati on and break the sound barrier.

EXT. RAMP — DAY

M chel |l e touches the spinner on Race 99, Martin's Legacy.

M CHELLE
| f you can hear nme Martin, he could use
sone hel p today and race angels, please
bring “emall hone safe.

EXT. RAMP — DAY

The pilots nount their

battle. Steve and Bill stand off to the side.
STEVE
Hey, Bill. You got a m nute?
Bl LL
Sure. What’'s up?
STEVE
" m not sandbagging. Wien | tried to
run fast, | ran hot. Yesterday, |
pull ed back a little. | was trying to
put on a good show wi thout getting in
the way. | can’t afford to blow up ny
engi ne.
Bl LL
That’s all | needed to hear. Good I uck.
Gve ‘emhell.
EXT. RAMP - DAY
M chell e sees Steve smle as he shakes Bill’s hand.

Nel son wal ks up to M chelle.

pl anes |i ke knights of old ready for

Jim
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JIM
Can | get a picture of you and Steve by
t he pl ane?

M CHELLE
Not unless you're init. | don’t know
how we can ever thank you, Jim
JIM
Send flowers to Kim She took the heat.
M CHELLE
You got it. Bill, could you take a
pi cture for us?
Bl LL
Sure. You three are gonna’ get an earful

t oday.

EXT. LEGACY - DAY

M chel l e stands between Jimand Steve in front of the plane
as Bill snaps the picture.

M CHELLE
All’s fair in love and air racing.

Dede skates up the ranp, her hair tied in braids. She wants
a picture too.

DEDE
Ckay, everybody smle. One, two, three,
got it. One nore, just in case.

STEVE
That’ s enough. It’s tinme to go racin’.

Steve kisses Mchelle then clinbs into the plane. Dede

skates over to the plane as Jimand Bill wal k away.

JIM

Good | uck, Steve.
DEDE

Go kick sone butt.
STEVE

Thanks, ki ddo.
M CHELLE

You're third right?



STEVE
Fourth, forty-two bunped down. He’s
been fast all week.

M CHELLE
Do your best and have fun, baby. | |ove
you.

STEVE

Me too. See ya’' after the race

Steve smles as he closes the canopy. Mchell e and Dede
move behind the crew |ine.

DEDE
"Il email the pics. Have you seen Andy
anywhere? Isn’'t he just the cutest?

M CHELLE
| saw them doi ng a runup. Looked |ike
he spent the night under the plane.

DEDE
Not all night.

M CHELLE
You're hair | ooks cute.

DEDE
Mot or home head. Seens |ike a year since
Steve let ne wash it in your room
Well, | gotta’ go. Good | uck

Dede skates off as Kimwal ks up.

KIM
How s our boy?

M CHELLE
W're about to find out.

Bill Lee gives the signal to start. Eight props turn, eight
engines roar to life. The pace plane taxies past followed
by Race 42, Race 13, Race 8 then Race 99.

| NT. LEGACY COCKPIT - DAY

Steve looks to his right and sees four planes fly abreast
for the start. He looks to his left for the pace and three
race planes. Stead Airfield lies just ahead.

PACE PILOT (O.S.)
Ladi es and CGentl enen, you have a race.

110.
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EXT. GRANDSTAND — DAY

The crowd cones to their feet as the planes fly down the
shoot. Race 99 leaps to the front of the back and has a
ten-second lead by the time they reach the backstretch.

GORDON (O S.)
It all boils down to this, folks. Fifty
weeks of preparation, all for this one
moment in tinme. Let’s give thema big
hand as Steve Tyler |eads the pack to
start the clock for the Sport d ass
Si | ver Chanpi onship Air Race.

EXT. HOVE PYLON — DAY
A race official waves the big green flag as Steve flies
past in Martin’ s Legacy.

EXT. RAMP — DAY

Ji mry, Paul and Duane drive up in the cart to watch the
race. M chelle peeks through her hands to see the start.

PAUL
He’'s got it, Mchelle. Twenty-eight
second | ead.

M chell e hands the radio to Paul. Tears of relief and joy
stream down her face.

M CHELLE
You tell him | can't talk.
PAUL
Twent y- ei ght seconds, Steve. Piece of

cake.

EXT. ANTI QUE FI RE TRUCK — DAY

M chell e, Steve, Jimy, Paul, Duane, Dave and Ji m Nel son
ride the truck to the grandstand. Mchelle spots Kimin the
crowd and signals to the driver to stop

M CHELLE
Cone on, Kim

Paul and Duane help Kimclinb aboard.



112.

EXT. ANTI QUE FI RE TRUCK — DAY

As the truck passes the Chairman’s Club, Mchelle grins and
pulls Steve’s armto get his attention as she points out
Bob Costas on the patio. Bob waves and gives themthe

t hunbs up sign as they pass.

EXT. GRANDSTAND - DAY

The driver rings the bell as the antique truck passes in
front of the crowd. People wave, whistle and salute and
cheer as they drive by.

When the truck gets to Section 3, everyone stands and
salutes the fans. The Section 3 fans, decked out in bright

orange t-shirts, hold score cards high above their heads.
Mostly 10°s with a few 99's thrown in for |uck

EXT. ANTI QUE FI RETRUCK - DAY

Steve pulls Mchelle close and speaks into her ear.

STEVE
So is this gonna’ be in your novie?

M chell e grins and nods enthusiastically.

STEVE
Then let’s make it a good one.

He gives her a great big kiss.

EXT. HOVE PYLON - DAY

The fl agman waves the checkered flag as Race 33 crosses the
finish line. Two seconds later, Dick flies past in 88.

TI TLE ON:

Sport O ass Gold Chanpion Dennis G een
Speed 324.497 m | es per hour

M CHELLE (Q. S.)
Dennis won the Gold race and beat Dick
by two seconds.
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EXT. HOVE PYLON — DAY

The fl agman waves the checkered flag as the Formula One
racer Mariah #95 crosses the finish |ine.

TI TLE ON:

Formul a One Gol d Chanpi on Gary Hubl er
Speed 253.823 m | es per hour

M CHELLE (V. Q.)
When your husband’s a race pilot,
EXT. HOVE PYLON — DAY

The fl agnan waves the checkered flag as the Biplane racer
Frightful #3 crosses the finish Iine.

TI TLE ON:

Bi pl ane Gol d Chanpi on Davi d Rose
Speed 219.181 m | es per hour

M CHELLE (V. Q)
you renenber Septenber with m xed
enoti ons
EXT. HOVE PYLON — DAY

The fl agman waves the checkered flag as the T6 Six Cat #6
crosses the finish line.

TI TLE ON:

T6 Gold Chanpion Nick Macy
Speed 235.264 m | es per hour

M CHELLE (V. Q.)
but the strongest of themis pride.
EXT. HOVE PYLON — DAY

The flagman waves the checkered flag as the P51 North
Aneri can Mustang Dago Red #4 crosses the finish |ine.

TI TLE ON:

Unlimted Gold Chanpion Skip Hol nes
Speed 487.938 m | es per hour
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M CHELLE (V. Q.)
Those thrilling and inspiring eight
days
EXT. HOVE PYLON — DAY

The fl agman waves the checkered flag as the L39 Jet Fighter
Heart| ess #22 crosses the finish |ine.

TI TLE ON:

Jet Cass Gold Chanpion Mary Dil da
Speed 434.019 m | es per hour

M CHELLE (V. Q)
cone just once a year. Thank God.
| NT. HOTEL ROOM — DAWN

M chel | e opens her eyes. Steve stands at the w ndow and
wat ches a spectacul ar sunrise |ight up the sky.

M CHELLE
What cha’ thinking flyboy.

STEVE
|’ m gonna’ go check out WIldfire next
week. There’'s only 357 days til’ Reno.

M chelle throws her pillow at him
TI TLE ON:

This filmis dedicated to the pilots,
crews, famlies, friends, volunteers
and fans of air racing who nmake the
Nat i onal Chanpi onship Air Races
possi bl e.

P.S. Washoe County has started repaving
Runway 14.

THE END



